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W E CELEBR ATE  
OUR 3 75TH ANNIVER SAR Y!   

Thursday, Octo be r 4 – Opening day of the Ce n te r Church e xh ibit at the 
Antiquarian and Landmarks Main Stre e t H is to ry Ce n te r at 255 Main Street.  
Learn about the history of Center Church and its congregation through 
photographic prints and objects.  The exhibition will be on view through 
February, 2008.  A free wine and cheese reception will be held from 5:30-
7:30pm.  

Sun day, Octo be r 7 at 9 AM in the Parlo r at the Church H o use – Larry 
Roeming will present an Adult Education Program entitled, Passive 
Acceptance to Joyful Affirmation: Becoming an O&A Congregation.  

Saturday, Octo be r 13 – The Antiquarian and Landmarks Society will lead a 
walking tour focused on Center Church and Hartford history on Main Street.  
The tour begins at 10 :00am at Center Church.  Learn how Main Street has 
evolved since the 17th century.  Look anew at buildings that you pass every day.  
The tour is free to members of the Antiquarian and Landmarks Society; $6 non-
members.  Reservations recommended –  please call (860) 522-1806.  

Sunday, October 14 –  Our 375th Founders’ Day!    
10 :3 0 AM: Wo rsh ip in the Meeting House with the Reverend Dr. Nancy S. 

Taylor of Old South Church in Boston preaching.  Special music will include the 
hymn “Jesus Never Stayed the Same,” commissioned for our anniversary.   

   11:30 AM:  A Group Photo will be taken on the Meeting House steps.     

1:0 0 PM: Our An n ive rsary Brun ch will be held at An n H o w ard’s at the 
Bond at 338 Asylum Street in Hartford. Tickets are $15 per person and are 
available for purchase through October 10th.  Parking is available in the lot behind 
the Bond at a cost of $6 per voucher.  Please call the church office for details. 



WORSHIP ON FOUNDERS’ DAY – OCTOBER 14 
A Celebration of 375 years and a Glimpse into the Future   

The culminating events of the yearlong 375th anniversary celebration will take place on Sunday, 
October 14.  We will begin with a festive service of worship at 10:30 a.m.  The Reverend Dr. Nancy S. 
Taylor, senior minister of Boston’s Old South Church, will preach, metaphorically, on the theme of 
marriage vows, using the story of the Ten Commandments as an illustration of God’s marriage 
(covenant) with Israel.  Succeeding generations have renewed these vows with God, and, perhaps, that is 
what all persons in covenant with one another do at each anniversary (please see below for biographical 
information on Nancy Taylor).   

Two new works of art – a piece of music and a hymn – will be included in the service.  The choir 
will sing a setting of words from Psalm 122, “I was glad,” by Hartford-area composer and singer (and 
Center Church Choir member) Benjamin Rauch.  The congregation will sing the anniversary hymn, 
“Jesus Never Stayed the Same,” written by Thomas Troeger.    

The Reverend Dr. Nancy S. Taylor has been the senior minister and 
CEO of Boston’s Old South Church since January 2005.  Prior to her 
appointment to that position, she served as Minister and President of the 
Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ.  A graduate 
of Macalester College (St. Paul, Minn.), Yale Divinity School, and 
Chicago Theological Seminary, Dr. Taylor first served as the pastor of 
the Oxford County United Parish in East Stoneham and North 
Waterford, Maine.  Following her work there, she came to Hartford to 
serve as the associate minister of Immanuel Congregational Church.  
Her longest tenure, 1992-2001, was in the capacity of senior minister of 
the First Congregational Church, UCC, in Boise, Idaho, where, during 

her ministry there, the church grew in numbers and came to be viewed as a progressive Christian 
community.  In addition, she served as moderator of the UCC General Synods in 1999 and 2001.     

   

375th ANNIVERSARY OPEN TABLE FUND UPDATE 
In July we sent a letter to members of our church family inviting them to contribute to a special 
Anniversary Open Table Fund to help offset the cost of the Anniversary Brunch being held at Ann 
Howard’s at the Bond. Our goal is to raise a minimum of $1500. This will enable us to keep the cost of 
tickets to $15 per person.  Over $1,100 has been contributed.  Additional gifts may be sent to the Church 
Office at 60 Gold Street, Hartford, CT 06103.  Please make your check payable to The First Church of 
Christ in Hartford and write “Anniversary Open Table Fund” on the memo line.  For each $10 you 
contribute, it helps fund one person’s brunch ticket. $50 helps fund brunch for five and $100 brunch for 
ten.  We all thank you for your generosity to make this a wonderful and memorable occasion! 



A Letter from Paul (Goodman). . .  

Grace and Peace to you all in the name of our Savior Jesus.   

Well, three weeks have elapsed since my arrival.  I feel truly honored that 
you are willing to hand me this sacred trust of leadership.  I also wish to thank the 
many of you who have called, emailed, and stopped by to welcome me to Hartford.  I 

have felt a warm sense of community from your graciousness.  I also look forward with excitement to 
the work that lay ahead for Center Church.  Let me therefore address some things right at the start.   

This early into an interim period there is no Pastor Search Committee formed.  Together with 
Larry Roeming and Prudential a Transition team will be formed to accomplish some essential tasks.  We 
will endeavor to get conversations going, hear opinions, dreams some dreams, deal with some history, 
and till the soil here at Center Church in anticipation of a Search Committee being formed down the 
road.  Choosing a Search Committee will probably not happen until the church has completed (or nearly 
completed) their congregational self-study and dealt with some wounds.  The interim time is the perfect 
opportunity for prayerful, graceful, energetic, creative, imaginative and visionary assessment of the type 
of church Center Church is and what you sense God calling you to be.  The information and opinions 
shared during the self study will inform the way the Search Committee puts together your church profile 
(which will tell potential candidates about your past, present and future) and help to clarify the gifts and 
experience you seek of your next pastor.   

Further, I may ask you to experiment, try new things for practical, theological or experiential 
reasons.  I promise I will try to communicate what we’re doing, why we’re trying it, and a specific 
(when possible) time frame for the experience.  Appropriate evaluation will always follow and the 
results communicated.  I believe in communication and giving information.  I will always opt for more 
rather than less information being disseminated but it’s up to you to read, attend, participate, share, 
reflect.  (Of course, sensitive and confidential information will always get a judicious treatment.)  And 
keep your eyes on the next few series of Center Church News articles where I will discuss some of the 
tasks of interim periods:  

Coming to Terms with History 
Discovering New Identity 
Managing Leadership Shifts 
Renewing Denominational Linkages 
Commitment to New Future  

Finally, so that you know how I operate here are the basic Goodman’s Rules.   

1. If you have feedback on or questions about my performance as your pastor, the interim work I 
do, the tasks before the congregation, etc., tell or ask me.  I invite and encourage direct feedback, 
offered in love.  I do not accept information or feedback given anonymously (see #3) or through 
a 3rd or 4th party.  I also don’t believe information people tell me from the mysterious “a lot of 
people” or “some members.”  I understand that when a person speaks they do so only for 
him/herself, no one else.  Feedback helps me learn (relearn) things about my personal and/or 
professional style.  I don’t promise I’ll make changes, but I will always seriously consider 
information shared with me.  If you are serious about wanting results, be direct and loving.  
Come to me – I don’t bite, I promise!   



2. Don’t bring criticisms, complaints, etc. to me about others unless you have already spoken 
directly to that person.  I am not a messenger and I don’t allow myself to get into triangles that 
damage relationships.  I believe our calling as Christians is to build – not destroy – relationships.  

3. Take responsibility for your opinions and statements.  Therefore, I don’t accept anonymous 
letters.  When a letter comes with no return address my caution lights flash.  I look for a 
signature next.  Lacking a signature the communication goes into file 13 – the trash.

  
You will 

always know who is speaking in a sermon, News article or letter.  I put my name to everything – 
out of respect for you and I appreciate the same in return.  So please communicate to me, but 
take responsibility and have respect. Anonymous communications don’t allow for response and 
though you may feel better for the moment nothing will change and no understanding is possible.  
Jesus calls us to relate with one another and that includes talking, sharing.  Then true relationship 
is possible.  Jesus said speak the truth in love (but in no translation does it say do so 
anonymously!)   

So folks, thank you for asking me to join you (a marvelous group of people) on this scary, 
exciting, difficult, hopeful, painful, joyful journey.  And remember, the most important part of 
transition, be patient, flexible, kind, joyous and keep praying for all of us.   

                                                                                Shalom, 
                                                                                          Paul  

   

UPCOMING ANNIVERSARY ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMS  

There are three Adult Education programs remaining in our Anniversary series. Each program 
will be held in the Church House parlor at 9:00 AM. We hope to see you there.  

October 7th: Larry Roeming, Church Moderator, will speak on “Passive Acceptance to Joyful 
Affirmation: Becoming an O&A Congregation”. Center Church voted to become an Open & Affirming 
Congregation in 1994, and we were one of the first congregations in the Connecticut Conference to do 
so.  Come and learn how this came about and what it means to members of our church family today.  

November 4: Alvin Thompson, Church Historian, will share “Letters from the Front: Center Church 
and World War I”. These letters to and from Center Church members were found last spring in a drawer 
on the third floor of the Church House.  Look for the WWI memorial plaque in the Meeting House just 
to left of the black leather doors.   

December 2nd: Gretchen Skelley will present “ Building a New House for the Lord” in conjunction 
with the 200th anniversary of our present Meeting House.  Did you know that the First Church of Christ 
in Hartford has been called the Brick Church and the North Church, as well as Center Church?  Find out 
when and why we have had so many “nicknames”. 



   

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

                    

         Many Happy Returns to all! 

            

10/1

  

Angela Taveras 
10/4

  

Janice Lombardi 
10/4

  

Mitchell Sanders 
10/9

  

Sara Markham 
10/9

  

Jennifer Morales 
10/10

  

Hannah Rose Sanders 
10/12

  

Dana Geter-Walker 
10/13

  

Lynn Schwartz 
10/13

  

Shepherd Holcombe, Jr. 
10/15

  

William Gourlie 
10/16

  

Lucy Holcombe 
10/16

  

Jane Macomber 
10/18

  

Willie Mae Geter 
10/21

  

Kathleen Davidson 
10/23

  

George Hernandez 
10/23

  

Melissa Hawkins 
10/24

  

Terrance French Jr. 
10/26

  

Stephanie Capps 
10/28

  

Sharon Steinle 
10/28

  

Peter Signorelli 
10/28

  

Lilyan Pellegrino 
10/29

  

Shirley Ferro       

10/1

  

Timothy & Maryanne Sanderson 
10/19

  

Donald & Susana Adams 



                    
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD 

 &  
FAMILY NEWS   

BIRTHS, BAPTISMS,  
NEW MEMBERS, WEDDINGS  

None   

DEATHS  

Enrique Nieves (d. 9/21/07) 

 
Please remember to visit the 

Upcoming Events page on the 
Center City Churches website at 

www.centercitychurches.org. 
From there, click on Volunteer 

Opportunities for effective ways 
to serve our community! 

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE: 

WEDNESDAY,  
OCTOBER 24TH! 

THANK YOU CENTER CHURCH, for 
helping me to be able to go to Silver Lake 
and Camp Asto Wamah this summer. I had 
a GREAT time swimming, boating, 
singing, and making new friends. I hope I 
can go back again next year.  

~ Thomas Lombardi

WELCOME, PAT ANDERSON!  

On behalf of the Board of Christian Education, I 
am pleased to announce that Patricia Anderson 
has agreed to serve as Transitional Director of 
Christian Education for our congregation. Pat 
and her husband Curtis have been members of 
Center Church for many years and raised their 
children among this congregation. Through the 
years, Pat has served as a church 
schoolteacher, Director of Church and the Arts, 
and as our interim

 

Christian Education director 
previously in 1985. More recently, she earned 
her divinity degree at Yale and then served as 
Executive Director of Interfaith Volunteer 
Caregivers of Greater New Haven. After a 
competitive search, the Board’s search 
committee was unanimous in its determination 
that Pat’s combination of learning, experience 
and demonstrated commitment to the church 
will serve our church family well now and in the 
future. Please join me in welcoming Pat to her 
new role. 

Lori Beste, Chair, 
Board of Christian Education

 

INFORMATION SESSION ON 
2007 FINANCIAL OUTLOOK  

Sunday, October 21st  

following Worship  

Please plan to attend an Information 
Session after church on Sunday, October 
21st. 

 

The purpose of the meeting will be to 
discuss information on Center Church’s 
financial outlook for 2007.    

We are experiencing an extraordinary year 
in the life of our community in almost 
every way, including financially. 

 

The 
Prudential Committee and Board of 
Stewards want to share the financial 
outlook with the

 

congregation and discuss 
possible solutions.

  

Look for a mailing in 
the next two weeks that outlines the 
situation and some possibilities that have 
been proposed.    

Besides this meeting, we’ll plan to provide 
other opportunities for your input. 

 

This is 
a time of opportunity for Center Church, 
and wide participation in the discussion 
will be a healthy step forward.  Please take 
the time to be informed and involved –

 

we 
need everyone! 

http://www.centercitychurches.org


                                          CELEBRATING 375 YEARS 
      1632 – 2007 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR HISTORY  

As we continue our 375th anniversary year, research into our archives resulted in a collection of 
additional anniversaries that are happening in 2007. One highlight is being shared each month.        

                    ~ Robin Roy, 
 for the Anniversary Committee  

For awhile at Center Church, we had yearly themes that we used to explore and express our life together 
as a part of God’s family. These themes were the result of a large group of Center Church members 
getting together on a hot summer evening to brainstorm, refine and finally arrive at a few precious words 
to describe our love for and connection to God, our families, our neighbors and our friends. Ten years 
ago, in 1997, the annual church theme selected to give focus to our worship, our lives together at and 
with Center Church, and our lives as part of the larger context of family, work, school, community and 
society was “Living with God in our Lives...Everyday”.  To document our personal experiences with 
God, children, youth and adults had the opportunity to contribute to our intergenerational journal that 
was compiled and published in two installments. Contributors were asked to share an experience of 
God’s presence in their lives or reflect on what it means to them to have God in our lives every day! The 
journal is a rich collection of personal experiences.  Printed below is Eluned Roberts’* journal entry for 
November 9, 1997.   

       “Woke up this morning with a hymn tune in my mind. That happens quite often;  
       sometimes they are songs I’ve known all my life, even childhood songs and hymns.  
       Though regrettably I have lost my singing voice, I find myself trying to hum the  
      tunes. The words do not always seem to matter, for after all, it has been said that 
      music is the language of the soul and also of heaven, so words can be superfluous.  
       What this signifies for me is that during my sleep, I seem to have been somewhere  
       where there was harmony; and where there is harmony, there is God. It augurs well  
       for my day, for I shall try to do the little things of life that will not disrupt or distort  
       the harmony. Some mornings, however, the news of the world does just that. Then  
       I try to remember what I read in God’s Word last night. If my memory fails me, I  
       reread the passage. This time it had to do with mercy and pardon and the fact that  
       the ways and thoughts of God are not our ways and thoughts. I wish those creating  
       the disharmony in the world knew those facts and had a truer estimate of their own  
       importance. I must send a telegram heavenward and request that the spirit of  
       reconciliation prevail in our world. It’s a good thing to have the light of God’s  
       Word on my thinking; it serves as my guide and mentor. For all these things, I  
       thank you, Dear God.”    

 

* Note: Eluned Roberts joined Center Church in 1963. Several years ago, she moved to a healthcare 
facility near Albany NY. We miss her presence, her wisdom, the twinkle in her eye, and her deep love of 
God. 



THE BIBLE AT HOME 

October 7, 2007 - The Good Treasure  
Lamentations 1:1–6  
Lamentations 3:19–26 or Psalm 137  
2 Timothy 1:1–14  
Luke 17:5–10  
(Scripture in bold print is the focus for the week.)  

The readings from the Hebrew Scriptures this 
week are of people in great pain, pouring out 
their souls to God. It takes great faith to be 
able to be that honest with God. Paul is 
encouraging Timothy, as well as us, to guard 
and use the faith treasure that has been 
entrusted to him and us. Faith has been passed 
from generation to generation. Now it is in your 
hands to pass onward.       

Paul reminds us that it is important to say 
thank you to those people who have played a 
significant role in our faith development. We 
read these scriptures even now, and we 
continue the story. This is an example how 
faith grows from relationships in the church.  

October 14, 2007 - On Our Way 
Rejoicing  
Jeremiah 29:1, 4–7  
Psalm 66:1–12  
2 Timothy 2:8–15  
Luke 17:11–19  
(Scripture in bold print is the focus for the week.)  

The prophet Jeremiah tells the people to settle 
into the land where they have been placed. The 
psalmist reminds us that God is always leading, 
even in difficult times. The second letter to 
Timothy comes to the early church at a time of 
great opposition. Yet somewhere in the midst 
of all of this is cause for rejoicing, because of 
the surprising presence of God.       

The clue, perhaps, is in the gospel story. 
Jesus heals ten people with a skin disease. 
While we do not know the story of the other 
nine, the gospel writer tells us that one came 
back to say thank you to Jesus and to give God 
praise. When good things happen, how 
wonderful it is to stop and give thanks to God, 
and then continue on, rejoicing in the great 
things that God does. Life is full of challenge. 
Yet there is cause for joy, too. When we 

remember that, the journey goes more 
smoothly.  

October 21, 2007 - Don’t Lose Heart  
Jeremiah 31:27–34  
Psalm 119:97–104  
2 Timothy 3:14—4:5  
Luke 18:1–18  
(Scripture in bold print is the focus for the week.)  

All of this week’s readings are about not giving 
up. Jeremiah tells the people that God will 
persist and make a new covenant with them. 
The psalmist points out that persistence in 
loving God leads to understanding and joy. 
Timothy is encouraged to persist in proclaiming 
the good news.      

In the story of the judge and the widow we 
see hope, persistence, and justice. A widow 
was one of the most powerless people in Jesus’ 
time. But she does not lose heart. Jesus is 
encouraging us to keep trying, praying, and 
following our commitment to justice. We hear 
this story and celebrate God’s way to justice 
and compassion.  

October 28, 2007 -  Heartfelt Prayers  
Joel 2:23–32  
Psalm 65  
2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18  
Luke 18:9–14  
(Scripture in bold print is the focus for the week.)  

The prophet Joel talks about how we all rely on 
God’s Spirit. The psalmist, and the author of 2 
Timothy also recognize how much we depend 
on God. In Luke, Jesus presents a parable 
about two people praying, who have very 
different views of how much they need God.       

The religious leader believes he is in a good 
relationship with God, and gives thanks that 
life is going well, and he is not like the other 
person, a tax collector. The tax collector, 
however, is aware of his need for God’s love 
and mercy. This one, Jesus says, experiences 
being put right with God.       

We all depend on God. In prayer, we 
remember that. We thank God for all God has 
done, and share our feelings with God, from 
the heart.  



CENTER CHURCH 
SOUP & SERVICES  

September Volunteers:  Pat & Curtis Anderson, 
Alex & Olga Shuter, Greg Sanders, Evan 
Harrison, Timothy Otte, Mary Mattke-Jones  

October Volunteers:  Don Sanders, Marcia 
Bonitto, Reg Arvidson, Dennis Morin, Evan 
Harrison, Curtis Anderson  

The above volunteers coordinated, shopped, 
cooked, served meals, cleaned up, etc. at the 
Soup Kitchen this summer.  If you can help just 
once a year, please call Curtis Anderson, or 
Olga Shuter at the Church Office.  


