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“Come ye thankful people come….”  

All Church Family Thanksgiving Worship 
Sunday, November 18th  

Bring needed items for the FOOD PANTRY as 
offerings of thanksgiving!  

Some items needed:

  

Canned soup, canned veggies, canned fruits, pasta, spaghetti 
sauce, powdered milk, baby food, cereal, rice, instant potatoes, and crackers   

GIVE WITH JOY AND FROM OUR ABUNDANCE!     

I f you like   Christian Education for all ages….. 



A LETTER FROM PAUL (GOODMAN). . .  

As promised in my last newsletter article, I am beginning a series on the five developmental tasks of 
interim ministry. Just to refresh your memories of the five they are:  

Coming to Terms with History 
Discovering New Identity 
Managing Leadership Shifts 
Renewing Denominational Linkages 
Commitment to New Future  

Let’s begin with the most significant step, crucial to our work and fully supported by Scripture: Coming to Terms with 
History. The old saw: “Those who don’t learn from their past are destined to repeat it” is true (that’s how it gets to be an 
old saw!) The Bible knows this so well. In fact, many Biblical scholars contend that the most concerted effort to get the 
Torah and historical books and prophets written down coincided with the Jewish nation’s return to Israel from their 50 
year exile in Babylon (c. 589 BCE). The religious leaders understood that the people needed to relearn all of the wonders 
that Yahweh had worked in their communal life, how the people had sometimes been faithful and just (and flourished) 
and sometimes, well let’s just say they weren’t! The tradition understands that when the people fell away they were in 
peril even so far as to being divided, conquered and a large portion exported to Babylon.   

The leaders knew (as we have discovered over and over again since that ancient time) the history of the people needed to 
be explored, honored, acknowledged, repented and used to inform the present circumstances and future shalom of the 
community. Arrogance and denial were not permitted, and fingers were only allowed to be pointed at the community 
itself. The Biblical stories and lessons that make up the first ¾ of the Old Testament are a group’s exploration of its own 
story: good, bad and other. It was done so that they could learn a new way, seek to understand Yahweh’s instruction and 
heart longings for the chosen people. This could help build a healthy, peaceable, loving and just nation in the midst of 
many nations so that others could see their example and know who Yahweh is!  

Well, that’s what we do during interim time – look at the past in light of current circumstances. I ask you to celebrate the 
glories, look at the times when things were “going well” and also to try to understand when things got derailed (and why 
that may have happened.) The Bible is very clear about it in relation to the Israelites – it was their doing “what was evil in 
the sight of the Lord” for the corruption of their priests, judges, and people not doing justice, not loving and taking care 
for one another and so on.  

We may not want to acknowledge our faults but to ignore them hoping that they’ll just magically go away or change 
without our effort is (as history teaches us) a foolish and potentially dangerous way to behave. Being willing and able to 
name the weaknesses and the strengths in a family (church) system is the foundational work to more complete 
understanding of current circumstances. In turn that work can point in a direction of hopeful future embodying the shalom 
that Yahweh God intends and wishes for all the family of faith.  

It’s going to take some honest work, flexibility, imagination and patience to learn from the past – but would you want to 
relive some of the history? So prepare to join us in the work and the journey. Begin to embrace the challenges. Begin to 
look positively and to act in ways that show you are committed to the health of this congregation and God’s church in the 
world. Withholding of your effort, empathy, talents and treasures is a way to make a statement that says more about you 
than it does about the church. What does your level of support of this congregation say about your faithfulness to the body 
of Christ? Does everything you offer come from the top or from the bottom? Can the mission and ministry of Center 
Church be enhanced through more generous offering of our time, money and in sharing our wisdom? Can our offerings be 
a channel for feeling better about ourselves (and then allowing that good feeling to spill over into our good feelings about 
our church?) Everyone wins, there is joy, and the body of Christ gets stronger (see Interim task 5!)  

Watch for the green envelope and respond hopefully. Watch for notices of opportunities to share, explore, heal, celebrate, 
worship and serve and then respond. Take opportunities that come along to share with others in ministry, mission and 
healing. Watch as we head into Advent (in less than a month) for signs that God is preparing to do a new thing and be 
attentive to God’s leading. Come – watch – work – respond – rejoice. 

Shalom, 
Paul 



MUSICAL NOTES 
By Jason Charneski  

The New (Old?) World Order through Song  

On Saturday, October 20, a few Center Church members and friends and members of the Greater Hartford Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists attended a workshop on the sources and developments of hymnody, with some practical 
“how-to” about writing hymns.  Thomas Troeger, professor of communication at Yale Divinity School and the author of 
“Jesus Never Stayed the Same,” the hymn commissioned in celebration of Center Church’s 375th anniversary, led us 
through some exercises that reminded us that we ALL are instruments.  The very essence of our lives is through air 
(breathing; therefore, wind instruments) and pulse (heartbeats; therefore, drums).  He informed us that there exist flutes 
that date back 50,000 to 60,000 years.  This is long before language developed.  He surmises that drums date back even 
further.  Singing is an everyday way of life in all cultures except for our modern Western society.  Dr. Troeger’s first point 
is that the “ancients” were aware of this total body connection, and it is reflected in their eventual language and writings.  

His second point relates to the source of our identity, that we all are made in the image of God.  As a result, each of us has 
the capacity to create.  What we create reflects the image of the Creator.  Prophets call people back to their Creator; they 
remind the people of the Source.  Our songs need to point us back to God.  Remembering that we are instruments, we also 
are connected to things extra-terrestrial: to the “music of the spheres” and the greater universe.  Looking back to the 
development of language, looking at early childhood development is a great illustration: babies first make sound, then the 
sounds become organized into speech.  The same is true with creating texts and music: we have the tools of sounds and 
words that we organize.  It’s a reflection of God’s having organized chaos at the moment of Creation.  

But, times change and the human condition changes; therefore, the culture plays a significant role in what and why we 
create.  And, culture is constantly changing, whether great or small.  Dr. Troeger states that the Church provides a “filter 
of consciousness” that is constructed in part by each community’s – each culture’s – song.  Erik Routley, the great 20th 

century theologian and hymnwriter, observed that, as with other forms of art, periods of “rebellion” provide great hymns.  
Dr. Troeger observes that our cultures are in a period of great rebellion and are seeking to find things, one of which is a 
“new world order through song.”  We are witnessing new hymn texts and tunes for the emerging church.    

But, is it a new world order; or, are we rediscovering the “old” world order?  We are blessed to be the beneficiaries of 
those who have gone before us.  What we say now will, no doubt, have some effect on those who succeed us.  I say that 
we would do well to leave markers and evidence that we were connected to the Source of life and lived joyfully in it.  
Know that you are woodwind and drum!  

Interfaith, Community-wide Kristallnacht Commemoration to Begin at Center Church  

Mark your calendars for Sunday, November 11.  This year’s commemoration of Kristallnacht (the “Night of Broken 
Glass,” November 8, 1938, the event now considered to be the start of the Holocaust) will begin that morning in worship 
with a visit and sermon by Rabbi Donna Berman, executive director of the Charter Oak Cultural Center.  The focus of 
Rabbi Berman’s sermon will be “Broken Glass, Broken Promises, Broken Hearts: Why Commemorate Kristallnacht?”  
That afternoon, at 4:00, CONCORA will offer a concert of “Music of Remembrance and Hope” (for more information 
and to purchase tickets, please see the flyer elsewhere in this newsletter, visit www.concora.org, or call (860) 224-7500).  
Parking will be available in the Traveler’s Plaza Garage (entrance on Prospect Street).  Following the concert, all who are 
able and wish to do so may join a procession from Center Church to Charter Oak Cultural Center for a program and light 
supper.  In an age when, throughout the world, it is apparent that God’s name is used to sanction hate and fear, we need to 
be reminded constantly that we ALL are connected to the One Source (see column above about the “new world order”).      

I f you like   inspiring Worship services and beautiful music….. 

http://www.concora.org


 
     

UPCOMING ANNIVERSARY ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMS  

There are two Adult Education programs remaining in our Anniversary series. Each program 
will be held in the Church House parlor at 9:00 AM. We hope to see you there.  

November 4th: Alvin Thompson, Church Historian, will share “Letters from the Front: Center Church and 
World War I”. These letters to and from Center Church members were found last spring in a drawer on the 
third floor of the Church House.  Look for the WWI memorial plaque in the Meeting House just to left of the 
black leather doors.   

December 2nd: Gretchen Skelley will present “ Building a New House for the Lord” in conjunction with the 
200th anniversary of our present Meeting House.  Did you know that the First Church of Christ in Hartford has 
been called the Brick Church and the North Church, as well as Center Church?  Find out when and why we 
have had so many “nicknames”.    

===============================================================================    

GROWING ON THE JOURNEY OF FAITH: MAKING IT “STICK” 
By Jason Charneski  

I’ve just begun reading “Made to Stick,” a book by brothers Chip and Dan Heath, that explores why we remember certain 
things and why we do not remember other things.  For instance, why are some advertising campaigns more successful 
than others?  Why are proverbs cross-cultural?  Why do we know immediately what the initials UPS mean?  What are the 
cognitive brain and behavioral patterns that affect what we remember?  

These sorts of “why” questions and many others can be of great assistance to us as we continue to grow in our personal 
faith and larger community life.   They also will be of tremendous value as the Church Growth and Vitality Task Force 
looks to develop advertising materials and a marketing campaign in order to have the name “Center Church” and all the 
good that it connotes “stick” in the collective minds of our city and region.  

As a way to make the conversation more inclusive, I ask you to think about the following: Do you have an idea for a 
simple, effective, unexpected, emotional, story-filled slogan that summarizes Center Church and would be a great vehicle 
for membership growth?  Then, move from thinking to doing: let any Task Force member know.  Bruce Bidwell, Mark 
Fisher, Mark Leichthammer, Larry Roeming, John Roush, and Edward Turner, Jr. would be more than happy to hear your 
thoughts.  It’s your church now…and into the future.  As the great “Saturday Night Live” character Linda Richman would 
say, “Talk amongst yourselves!”   

Ever forward!       

I f you like   a warm and professional staff….. 



   
NOVEMBER BI RTHDAYS & ANNI VERSARI ES  

11/2

  

Yvonne Iuli 
11/3

  

Harold Buckingham 
11/3

  

James Macomber 
11/9

  

Van Parker 
11/9

  

Alan Pelletier 
11/9

  

Anthony Morales 
11/10

  

Patricia Renfro 
11/10

  

Karen Sanders 
11/10

  

Sophie Capps-Hawkins 
11/13

  

Lori Beste 
11/14

  

John Thomas 
11/16

  

Gretchen Skelley 
11/18

  

Sabrina Sanders 
11/18

  

Amanda Nieves 
11/19

  

Janice Baker 
11/20

  

Mabel Sadoian 
11/20

  

Mary Mattke-Jones 
11/21

  

Kathleen Gourlie 
11/22

  

Richard Foxall 
11/23

  

Nilsa Morales 
11/23

  

Angelica Valdez 
11/24

  

Barbara Sanders 

   

~  

11/15

  

Richard & Jane Foxall  

NEW ARRIVAL!

 

Congratulations to Jim & Jane Macomber  
upon the birth of their new granddaughter,  

Hannah Elizabeth 
Born October 19th 

Parents:  Scott and Heather Macomber 



                                                 

I f you like   Outreach to our neighbors everywhere ….. 

                                                                               
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD 

 & FAMILY NEWS  

BIRTHS, BAPTISMS, NEW MEMBERS, 
WEDDINGS, DEATHS  …             None 

 
DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE: 
WEDNESDAY,  

NOVEMBER 21ST! 

IS YOUR 2007 PLEDGE UP TO DATE?  

In order to help members to better understand giving patterns, the Stewardship Committee 
will be providing periodic updates.  Thank you for your financial support!  

Year-to-Date Pledging Summary

 

(37 out of 52 Sundays)  

Total pledging expected for 37 weeks          81,187 
Actual pledges paid for 37 weeks           79,453 
Percent received of annual pledge    70% 
Outstanding pledges at 37 weeks  1,734   

# of   % of      % of   months 
units

 

 91 units

 

pledge paid

  

“behind”

  

56 62%  71% or more       0         
(on track)  

24 26%  26% - 70%   1 – 3         
 months  

 5   5%   1% - 25%   4 – 8         
 months      

  6   7%   0% zero          
payments          
made 

 



                                               

WITH THANKS 
    
A Letter of THANKS to the 375th Anniversary Committee*, to Alan McLean, Paul Goodman, Nancy Taylor, 
Jason Charneski, the choir and everyone who made this celebration so special–   

"Overwhelmed" appropriately describes our reaction to the many events that together constituted our 375th 

anniversary celebration. Those events are described in the Founders Day Program for October 14, 2007. The 
worship service on that Founders Day followed by the happy gathering for brunch at Ann Howard at the Bond 
provided just the right climax to our connection with and salute to the past–commencing with Hooker’s 
congregation’s arrival in Boston (Cambridge) in 1632.   

It is a past peopled by heroes and commitment. It is a past which inspires us to be as faithful, courageous, and 
joyful as were they as we journey into the future.   

We brought a friend as a guest to the Founder’s Day service. She is a retired minister and member of another 
church in Hartford. She was so impressed with what she heard and saw that she asked us to express her 
admiration for and appreciation of the spoken word, the music, and the camaraderie of the Center Church 
family that she found on that day.   

We join her in saying a hearty thanks to everyone who contributed to the glory of that final day and to the many 
excellent events that preceded it.   

Sincerely,   

Carolyn and Reg Arvidson   

* Curt Anderson, Bruce Bidwell, Co-chair, Paul Bobbitt, Jason Charneski, Robin Roy, Earl Sanderson, Alvin 
Thompson, and Bill Warner-Prouty, Co-chair.                

 

CENTER CHURCH’S SOUP AND SERVICES  

October Volunteers:  Coordinator, Curtis Anderson; Shopper, Tim Otte; Baker, Carolyn 
Arvidson, Cooks:  Reg Arvidson, Marcia Bonitto, Dennis Morin, David Owens, Don 
Sanders; Telephone Contact, Mary Mattke-Jones  

The above volunteers coordinated, shopped, cooked and served meals, cleaned up, etc. at 
Center Church’s October Soup Kitchen.  If you can help just once a year, please call Curtis 
Anderson or Dennis Morin. 



THE BIBLE AT HOME 

November 4, 2007  
Welcoming Jesus  
Habakkuk 1:1–4, 2:1–4  
Psalm 119:137–144  
2 Thessalonians 1:1–4, 11–12  
Luke 19:1–10  
(Scripture in bold print is the focus for the week.)  

In the Bible, whenever God is present, lives are 
transformed. People experience the promises of 
God, and their lives are changed. One such person 
was the tax collector named Zacchaeus (Zah-KEE-
us).       

Zacchaeus was a short person who climbed a 
tree in order to see Jesus. Then a wonderful thing 
happened – Jesus saw Zacchaeus! Even though 
some people thought that Zacchaeus was not a 
good person because he was a tax collector, Jesus 
thought differently. This story shows us that all are 
welcome and included by Jesus. We witness here 
what can happen when Christ comes into our lives 
and we are transformed.       

Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus into his home, and 
Jesus welcomed Zacchaeus into the family of God’s 
people.  

November 11, 2007  
Bless God’s Holy Name  
Haggai 1:15b—2:9  
Psalm 145:1–5, 17–21 or Psalm 98  
2 Thessalonians 2:1–5, 13–17  
Luke 20:27–38  
(Scripture in bold print is the focus for the week.)  

Today’s readings remind us that God is God of all 
nations, of all who seek the truth, and of all time. 
God is trustworthy and our response is one of 
praise and thanksgiving. One of the ways we often 
do this is in the psalms.       

A psalm is a poetic way to praise God. Many of 
the psalms can be sung as songs. In today’s psalm 
we hear how God watches over all of us. God 
hears our cry and offers us compassion and 
attentiveness.       

We are invited to praise God every day. We can 
take our cues from nature, which responds daily 
with praise and declaration that there are no 
boundaries to God’s greatness. We can live and 
declare this, too.    

November 18, 2007  
New Heaven, New Earth  
Isaiah 65:17–25  
Isaiah 12  
2 Thessalonians 3:6–13  
Luke 21:15–19  
(Scripture in bold print is the focus for the week.)  

Next week we celebrate the Reign of Christ, also 
known as Christ the King Sunday, and then start a 
new church year with Advent, when we welcome 
the one whose coming breaks into human history 
to begin a new era. This week’s readings look 
toward the future, and assure us that, even in a 
difficult and confusing world, God continues to 
create a new heaven and a new earth.       

The letter to the Thessalonians urges the early 
church to work to-gether, Jesus encourages the 
disciples to trust. And Isaiah gives us a new vision 
of creation.       

Isaiah was a prophet – someone who heard 
God’s message and shared it with others. Isaiah 
tells of God’s dream, which is one of wholeness 
and harmony and joy. God is dreaming of 
something new. We need to trust and try to help 
God’s dream come into being – a new heaven and 
a new earth.  

November 25, 2007  
Jesus the Christ  
Jeremiah 23:1–6  
Luke 1:68–79  
Colossians 1:11–20  
Luke 23:33–43  
(Scripture in bold print is the focus for the week.)  

Today is Reign of Christ Sunday (also known as 
Christ the King Sunday in some churches). This 
Sunday completes the church year. It sums up 
much we have learned about God and Jesus. Jesus 
is a symbol of God’s reign of justice and peace.       

The readings for this week give us a variety of 
images of who God’s Messiah is and what the reign 
of Christ will be. The texts give us a variety of 
pictures of who Jesus is – firstborn of creation, the 
righteous king, one who suffers and yet reigns 
from the cross.       

We hear some of the many names by which we 
can call Jesus – good shepherd, redeemer, the 
head of the church. Jesus shows us what God is 
like and images of God are revealed through the 
images we have of Jesus.    



HAPPY ANNIVERSARY, CENTER CHURCH! 
Sunday, October 14, 2007  

The Reverend Dr. Nancy S. Taylor, Senior Minister of Old South Church in Boston, 
on the occasion of Center Church’s 375th anniversary  

Based on Exodus 20: 1-17  The Ten Commandments  

When I heard that you were turning 375 years old I thought to myself, “I wonder what they look like at that age?”  
You look good! You look magnificent! 

Greetings to old friends.  Warm greetings to Alan McLean, a mentor and model of pastoral leadership. Greetings to 
Bill Warner-Prouty. Bill and I served together many years ago on the Hartford Association’s Committee on Ministry. 
Warm greetings to your transitional pastor, Paul … to your Moderator Larry, to the members of your Anniversary 
Committee who have managed this extraordinary series of events.  Greetings to the man who has been holding down the 
fort with grace and joy: Jason Charneski. 

Jason, you, and this marvelous Choir, are recently arrived back from Journeying in the Footsteps of Thomas Hooker 
and Samuel Stone. You will appreciate that the Puritans favored a playful pun featuring your Thomas Hooker and Samuel 
Stone and the amazing John Cotton. The Puritans liked to say that the Griffin, which sailed into Boston Harbor in 1633, 
brought “Cotton for their clothing, Hooker for their fishing, and Stone for their building.”  By which they meant, of 
course, that Cotton, Hooker and Stone were as important to the religion of early New England as a clothier, fisherman and 
mason were to the economy.  They couldn’t live without them. 

Now, I don’t know Jason well, but I understand him to be an enthusiastic and optimistic person. But, when I told 
Jason that I was going to preach this anniversary sermon on the Ten Commandments, although I was in Boston and he 
was in Hartford, I could see him roll his eyes to heaven. After all, celebrating an anniversary is like throwing a party. The 
Ten Commandments, well, talk about a wet blanket. The Ten Commandments are hardly fit company to invite to a party. 
For a lot of people they are arcane or obscure. For liberals, they are the Ten Suggestions. For conservatives, they are the 
Ten Requirements for All People.  We have been playing tug-of-war with them in our schools and courthouses for far too 
long. 

I invite you to revisit the Ten Commandments with me by placing them in the context which the rabbis tell us is 
their proper context.  The rabbis tell us that the proper context in which to understand the Ten Commandments is that of a 
wedding. 

I invite you in your imagination to travel back in time 3000 years, to the Sinai Peninsula. The children of Israel have 
been delivered from slavery in Egypt by God.  The wandering ex-slaves have entered the Sinai desert.  They set up camp 
at the foot of Mt. Sinai. God, who led them as a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, is settled on top of 
Sinai, shrouded in the mountain mists that often occur in the Sinai Peninsula.  That’s when God decides to propose. 

On bended knee, addressing the children of Israel, God says: “Remember how I brought you out of Egypt, how I 
bore you on eagle’s wings. I brought you to myself, to make you my people.” God uses the language of a lover proposing 
to his beloved. “I brought you to myself. I love you.  And if you marry me, if you take my covenant and accept it, then 
you will be a holy nation, my treasured possession.” 

The people, as it happens, are in turn in love with God. They have fallen madly in love with this God who has freed 
them from slavery and escorted them safely to the desert. They don’t act coy.  They don’t play hard to get.  Flattered and 
in love, they accept. 

Moses, who is God’s best friend, becomes God’s best man.  He arranges everything.  He instructs the children of 
Israel to bathe and wash their clothes. He tells them to make all the preparations you make for a wedding. 

Three days later, when they are ready, Moses gathers the children of Israel. He arranges them neatly together at the 
foot of Mt. Sinai. They are squeaky-clean and all turned out in their finest. 

The rabbis tell us that the mists upon Mt. Sinai were the chupah, the sacred wedding canopy.  It is beneath this 
canopy that, to this day, Jewish couples speak the ancient vows that unite them as partners. 

Moses stands between the partners: between the trembling children of Israel and Yahweh. 
All is silence. Moses clears his throat. Then he reads the tablets, the Ten Words or Ten Commandments.  The rabbis 

tell us that this is the brit, the wedding contract, the vows.  The vows begin with God’s own description of their 
relationship. “I am Yahweh, your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.”  God does not say, ‘I am the Creator of 
heaven and earth.’ But rather, “I am Yahweh, your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.” 

“You shall have no other Gods before me.” In other words, let’s be honest.  There are other suitors out there, a lot of 
other gods trying to woo you, a lot of other gods offering all kinds of wonderful things. If you are looking for a good time, 



there is Bacchus. If you are looking for a lot of love, there is Eros.  If you are looking for wealth, there is Pluto.  There are 
other gods: oodles of them.  We live in a world of options and choices.  It does no good to pretend there are no other 
suitors vying for our attention. 

But, none of the other suitors has ever wrought an Exodus.  None but our Yahweh has ever loved and liberated 
slaves. You’ve got to love a God who loves and liberates slaves. 

Three hundred and seventy-five years ago your faith ancestors were wooed by Yahweh. This amazing God who 
loves and liberates slaves, proposed to your ancestors and they said yes. That is what we are celebrating today: the 
anniversary of your wedding to Yahweh, a God who loves and liberates slaves. 

Today we have gathered for a renewal of your wedding vows.  Like any marriage – like every marriage – there have 
been some good times and some lean times. There have been times when you and God were seen to be holding hands, 
sometimes skipping together, hand in hand in the streets of Hartford.  And people would point at you and say: “Those two 
really love each other. Center Church and Yahweh, they are quite a couple!  They are so faithful to each other.”  

And, there have been times when you strayed.  You had wandering eyes and there were other gods who seemed to 
have more to offer, or offered more fun, or simply required less of you than Yahweh.  After all, a God who loves and 
liberates slaves does place demands on people.  That kind of God expects you to roll up your sleeves and wade into the 
muck of the world. That kind of God is forever urging you to hold up justice and mercy as your models.  That kind of God 
is always reminding you that it isn’t enough to have a magnificent steeple pointing heavenward … but that you, too, need 
to point the way to God in the words you speak, in the lives you live, in the actions you take.  It is not enough to surround 
yourselves with the worthies of the past (the men and women whose names, in stained glass and plaques, surround us 
here) … you, too, must endeavor to be worthy and to measure up. 

The thing about the vows Israel and God took together 3000 years ago – the same vows by which you and I are also 
bound – is that to be faithful to God, we have to be faithful to each other.  That’s the catch about the Ten Commandments.  
If they were all between you and God, that would be easy.  But less than half of them are: just the first four; the ones 
about taking no other gods, not worshipping graven images, not taking God’s name in vain and honoring the Sabbath. But 
the last six are all about us. . .about loving and honoring each other … and not just each other, but the other others.  The 
vows are about how we live together on this small, beautiful and fragile earth.  And they end with “Thou shall not covet” 
which brings us back, full circle, because when we covet, we are chasing false gods. 

So, that is what we are celebrating today.  We are celebrating a wedding anniversary: the 375th anniversary of your 
marriage to Yahweh.  

Now, I think I know something about you, Center Church.  I know something about you, because I worked in 
Hartford for five years. I lived a few blocks from here on Maple Avenue and served at Immanuel Congregational Church.  
I also think I know something about you because Old South Church in Boston (where I now serve) and Center Church 
have some things in common. What they have in common are great pasts, great stories and ancestors who were giants.  
You have Thomas Hooker and Samuel Stone (among others) and the first written Constitution in the world. At Old South 
we have Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Adams (among others) and the Boston Tea Party.  These pasts loom large for us.  
Indeed, sometimes these pasts loom so large, it is difficult to imagine a future and to hope into a future that is even half as 
glorious our pasts. 

Your ancestors, Thomas Hooker and Samuel Stone, set out upon an adventure of faith.  It was perilous and required 
of them everything they had and all that they were worth: sacrifice, hardship, courage and a remarkable faith in the 
rightness of their cause. In pursuit of it they endured danger and the very real possibility of defeat.  

I submit to you that today the project before us, though different than it was 375 years ago, is just as exciting and 
exacting.  Our churches, once proudly established and mainline, are dis-established and side-lined.  In many ways our task 
is more vexing and problematic than it was for our forebears.  Our ancestors believed they could and should establish that 
city set on a hill.  They were powerfully inspired and motivated to turn the world to Christ.  We are less sure of our 
project; perhaps less inspired; frankly, less motivated. 

Yet, there is something significant and instructive about the behavior of Thomas Hooker and his contemporaries and 
colleagues.  They spent a lot of time on the road.  They traveled to and from each other’s churches.  They met and 
worshipped together.  They met to think upon, ponder over, pray and argue about the contours and texture of the Christian 
life.  What does it look like?  What does God demand of us?  

In the early days of this nation, an Association of Churches was limited by how far you could ride by horseback in a 
day’s journey. They knew that no one congregation, no matter how magnificent its Meeting House, no matter how 
distinguished its preacher is sufficient unto itself.  They learned from each other.  They corrected, challenged, inspired and 
encouraged each other. They fully intended to shape and challenge the world around them.  But they knew that before 
they could shape and form the world around them, they needed to be shaped and formed as Christians. 



So, my friends, the time has arrived.  The time has come for you, Center Church, to reaffirm your wedding vows – 
those vows made to God 375 years ago by your faith ancestors.  Are you ready?  Members and friends of Center Church, 
will those who are able please rise? 

Do you promise to seek to love God with all your heart and mind and soul and strength and your neighbors as 
yourselves?  If so, please say, WE DO! 

Will you endeavor to love and serve the future into which God is calling you, with more devotion than you love and 
cherish the past you have inherited?  If so, please say, WE WILL! 

Do you promise to trust the God of rainbow and fiery pillar to guide you into the next 375 years?  If so, please say, 
WE PROMISE! 

Then may God bless you, strengthen you, inspire and guide you. Amen and Amen!                       

I f you like   a safe and comfortable environment ….. 

OPEN TABLE FUND 
as of October 29, 2007  

Beginning balance     797.08 
*Contributions        35.00

 

Total                   832.08  

Charges: 
Avery Picnic 
14 @ $ 9.13/person                  127.75

  

Current Balance Open Table Fund                                                          $ 704.33

  

*Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the fund may do so by sending a check to the church  
 church office with the memo Open Table Fund. 

 

“Center Church is Dying!”

  

Yes, mainline churches are dying.  The only growing churches are non-denominational, conservative, 
evangelical and Pentecostal (and in the suburbs.)  Thus goes the conventional wisdom.  

NOT TRUE: asserts Diana Butler Bass in her new book Christianity for the Rest of Us.

  

And we will 
explore this book that is “so full of good news that I keep it next to my Bible,” says Barbara Brown Taylor, 
one of America’s great preachers of the Episcopal church.  

Beginning on Sunday, November 11 and repeated on Monday night at 7:00 we will meet in the parlor of the 
Church House to study this important book.    

If you are interested in joining us, see/contact Paul Goodman who has the books for $14.00 and will be 
leading the group.  It’s not necessary to read the whole book before the group begins, but you will need to 
read the first two chapters.    

ADDED BONUS: The author will be the keynoter at a Connecticut/Massachusetts Conference sponsored 
event on December 8 in Springfield.  So we can study the book and hear/meet the author.  

Contact Paul Goodman, get, read and study the book and let’s dream dreams of a lively Center Church.

 




