CENTER CHURCH NEWS

e  Worship GodintheBeauty
of HAines
Sunday ~ June 1% i

(Two opportunities!) e

Reverend Paul Goodman leading both services

Worship in the Meeting House ~ 10:00am

Worship at Center Church’s
Camp Asto Wamah ~ 11:30am

Annual Picnic following Camp service
Food, and Fun and Frolic for all!

Please sign up in Green Book and indicate if you
would like to bring salad or dessert.

If you need transportation or directions to camp,
please call the Church Office at (860) 249-5631.



A LETTER FROM PAUL. ..
So many things — so little space! This month | would like to call attention to three things:
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On May 11, Mother’s Day, Center Church will be recognizing Blanket Sunday.
Whilethisisatradition in four of the six churches|’ve served, it’'s arelatively unknown

Church World Service (CWS) is an ecumenical agency that does huge significant work in the area of
hunger, disaster assistance/relief, education, support and other life-sustaining programs in the United States and
around the globe. The United Church of Christ, the Connecticut Conference and the majority of local churches
support their work through mission money and direct contribution. CROP walks (to raise money to fight and
awareness about hunger) have been popular for decades. CWS has also assisted artisans in impoverished areas
through their SERRV stores. SERRV stores sells produce, goods, arts, crafts, needlework, tapestries and other
goods produced by local workers, cooperatives, collectives, etc. All the proceeds from the sales go back to the
folks who did the work, who created the objects of beauty. Many local churches broker items through local
SERRYV stores and at fairs, festivals and meetings.

Blanket Sunday is another very successful way to assist CWS in helping our brothers and sisters around
theworld. It isexactly what the name implies —a Sunday when money is collected to purchase blankets. For a
$5 donation, CWS can provide a blanket to a person in some part of the world. Blankets for Americans are
often seen as luxury items. But for many (think the thousands of victims of the Tsunami in Indonesiaafew
years ago) a blanket is warmth, protection, and may be the only shelter available. In fact, in that particular
disaster, thousands of CWS blankets were distributed to victims within days. Refugees fleeing wars often carry
nothing with them — a blanket can be the sign of hope and comfort.

On this Mothers' Day, Center Church will be collecting for Blanket Sunday. Gift cards will be available
for Mothers Day giving. What a great way to honor a mother/grandmother/wife, etc. than to donate gifts of
caring and comfort in afavorite person’s honor on Mothers Day.

Another important issue has to do with our call as Christians. Much has been made in the news around
the question of what pastors speak from the pulpit and what that means for parishioners. Arefolks, like Barack
Obama (or you), fairly understood to be in agreement by association when a pastor speaks what he or she
understands to be scripture’ s meaning for life? Many pundits have seized upon thisissue (in anarrow and
limited sense) as away of defining where Barack Obama stands on various issues — because the pastor said
“blah, blah” the candidate therefore must believe “blah blah” aswell. Those of usin the United Church of
Christ have watched one of our pastors and congregations (Trinity United Church of Christ in Chicago)
smeared, called unpatriotic, condemned in many terms for speaking about the history of racism asit existsin
our nation. Yet | firmly believe that Jeremiah Wright has called us out into a bigger conversation. He calls us
(in the grand Biblical traditions) to do some serious self-examination of our behaviors, influences, policies, and
attitudes toward others and to be aware of our role in events — positive and negative. Scripture soundly
condemns a nation for the priests who “speak to us of smooth things,” and God clearly demands that we guide
our actions individually and as a nation by love of God and love of neighbor. Jesus treated by action, and Paul
declared that in God’ s world there is no division along lines of culture, sex, economic status, race, etc. Yet
when a pastor and his’her congregation speak of the rough things, the feathers of the powers and principalities
and some of ours aswell are bound to get ruffled. So, isour analysis at this point limited to getting a person to
denounce their pastor’ s words, just so that our comfort level will be raised? Maybe we as a nation need to pay
closer attention to those things that raise our blood pressure highest, and not attempt to silence the one who
raises the challenge — that, too, is very Biblical!

In this issue, you see information about cultural/economic racism — the Ukrainian Holocaust —
Holodomar commemoration which | invite you to join with mein attending. We are aware of other past and
present situations (think Darfur, classinequitiesin the US, etc.) where cultural, sectarian racism/classism leads
to the suffering of thousands and millions. The church is called to address, question and challenge who is our
neighbor, and how well do we love that person. And while Center Church can be proud of its record and
history of addressing quality of life and human dignity issues over the years, that conversation must be
continuing and engaging.



Discussion of racism on May 18" (and other related and similar “isms”’) has been suggested by our
Genera Minister and President John Thomas, endorsed by Conferences around the nation and widely
publicized. However, Center Church will be deviating a bit from that plan. May 18" had already been
determined to be Choir Sunday, and Jason Charneski will preach — and what he will have to say will be
challenging and insightful. He may or may not address racism specifically. But that’s not the important point.
Issues that are so woven into the fabric of life here and elsewhere need more than one day to discuss. There
will be many other opportunities for preaching on such important topics. This day to address racism is a
springboard to direct our thinking, praying and faithful living into large questions of what being a follower of
Jesus means for our living. It isatime to accept the challenge to look at our own lives, and determine whether
or not we have been smooth with ourselves and rough with “the other.” It isamoment in history when we as a
church can be intentional about our lives in community, be clear about who comprises our community, and h
us to live beyond our own understandings andelifieeriences.

While many bemoan these events, | embrace them as an opportunity to speak about things that have
meaning, issues that enhance life. And if nothing else, isn’t being Christian a call to enhaneifay life and
others?

Let's talk. Andlove.

Shalom,

Paul

Save the Date!

CC Progressive Dinner Party
A progression of food, fun, and fellowship for all!
Saturday, May 17"



