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“Chrig hasrisn!” “Hehasrisa inded.”

All Church Family

Resurrection Breakfast

Easter Sunday Morning

March 239 9:00 a.m.

Church House Dining Room
60 Gold Street

Hearty Menu!
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Please sign up in green book or call the Church Office, 249-5631



A LETTER FROM PAUL. ..

Back in the mid 60's | recdl how my un-churched family (mom, sis and |) would often decide

to attend church on Easter and Christmas or other holy days of other faiths. This experience

was adways filled with mystery for me because we rarely atended a house of worship for a

second time within a two-year period. Each “going to church” experience was an adventure of

discovery. By the time | graduated from high school (1970) | had atended every house of
worship in Milford as well as synagogues, mosgues and other sacred places in the 1-95 gtretch between New Haven
and Bridgeport.

At this point in my life the details of 99% of those experiences — while significant & the time — are lost. But Easter of
1964 till resonates with me.

We decided to atend the Unitarian Universdist church in Stratford, just down the road from Boothe Memorid
Park. | remember waking into the modern church building with its huge glass windows that afforded great views of
the naturd world outside the walls of the church. The service was lively, with dancers, odes to spring, readings from
many sources and a celebration of the rebirth of the season. | don't remember any specifics of wha happened, just
generd fedings with one large exception. As we were returning to the car for the ride home, my mother asked what
we thought. | don’'t remember my sister’s reaction. | do recdl mine. “Mom, where was Jesus? They didn’t mention
Jesus!” Even in my 12 year-old head | was confused that this “Easter” service was completely devoid of Jesus,
resurrection, empty tombs, shocked people. It did have butterflies and flowers and spring rains, but no puzzled Marys,
no angels asking why are you looking here and for what? Other deity names were cdled but no Jesus. It just wasn't
Easter. An homage to springtime yes — but didn’t Druids do tha as well? Easter is about Jesus. Going to church |
expected to meet up with an old friend — Jesus. If someone had asked as | waked in the door, “What are you looking
for?’ | would have known the answer: “Easter, Jesus.” Isn't that what the disciples were looking for?

S0 as we gpproach Easter of 2008 a year after the departure of Rev. Sherlock, | invite you to come to church this
year to meet Jesus. This is a place you should expect to meet Jesus, to hear about, to experience and participate in
resurrection. Center Church is a resurrection community where the stranger who walks in the door (like | was 44 years
ago in Sratford, or the homeless woman or the recently released from prison man or the business person visiting
from another gtate or the invited guest) should be able to hear about, experience and meet Jesus. (Maybe that's the
real reason we call it a Meeting House?!)

I’ve seen Him here in the ways this community struggles to be God's hands and feet in the downtown area. I've
experienced Him here in the struggles members have to reconnect with people from whom they have been
estranged. I've fet Him in the room during lively book studies and Bible study groups, and the activities of groups
promoting growth and vitdity of the members of the church in ther lives of fath. | see how the smple offering of
hot beverages on the corner of Main and Gold to anyone, just because we are extending the hospitdity of Jesus to
folks with no strings or expectations except that they'll meet Jesus! I've heard Him in the laughter of our children and
the interchanges we have shared during our time in worship together. I've met Jesus in the faces of folks who are
examples of caring and mission. So if you've been staying away, you're missing a chance to reconnect with Jesus in
many ways that enhance a spiritually fulfilled life.

This Easter is truly atime for this congregation to celebrate that having been through some passion and Good
Friday events for the past year, one can come and meet Jesus. Wouldn't you like to see an old friend, yet agan?He's
here every Sunday when we gather together. During Lent meet and engage Him a Wednesday night vespers in the
Church House. Megt Him on Pam Sunday when Conference Minister Davida Foy Crabtree will preach. Megt Him
around the table on Maundy Thursday and struggle with Him on Good Friday. (See full calendar in thisissue.)

Then come and look for Him on the glorious day of Resurrection.| promise you He's accepted our
invitation. He'll be here!!

May God's shalom fill you for a blessed Easter and the days beyond.
Paul
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Allen Ackerman

Alvin Thompson
Gladys Hernandez
Michelle Jones
Connor James Thomas
Angie Smith

Cheryl Sanderson
Roberta Roy
Margaret Allegrini
Andrea Martinez
Julia Thompson
Maryanne Sanderson
Anakin PiattiRios
Melissa Mateo
Dorothy Tuthill
Thomas St. Amant
Jane Foxall

Abel & Serafina Tangarone
William & Patricia Renfro

CENTER CHURCH'S
SOUP AND SERVICES

FEBRUARY VOLUNTEERS:

Coordinator, Curtis Anderson;

Shopper, Timothy Otte;
Bakers/Cooks, Patricia Anderson, Allan Ackerman,
Allan & Angie Smith, Van Parker and Evan Harrison;
Telephone Contact, Mary Mattke-Jones.

The above volunteers coordinated, shopped, cooked
and served meals, cleaned up, etc. at Center
Church’s February Soup Kitchen for sixty individuals.
If you can help just once a year, please call Curtis
Anderson or Dennis Morin.

following Benevolence Distribution for 2008

Hands on Hartford 17,000
(formerly Center City Center)

Missionary Society- CT Conference 6,000
ICEJ 845
Christian Activities Council 845

Total 24,690

The Board of Outreachvoted unanimously th
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