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From www.ucc.org:  

THE TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL UCC SYNOD 
CONVENES JUNE 22ND IN HARTFORD!  

The Twenty-sixth General Synod is part of the 50th Anniversary 
Celebration of the United Church of Christ.  Our members in the 
Connecticut Conference are working hard to make our 50th 
anniversary Synod one we will all long remember. Given this 
anniversary Synod, those who have attended Synods before will find 
some changes as part of our time together will be devoted to 
celebration activities as we both look forward to who we are as the 

United Church of Christ and explore who God is calling us to be and to become in the next 50 
years. So come prepared to worship, to study, to fellowship, to celebrate and to Let It Shine!! 

When and Where Is General Synod? 

General Synod will officially convene on Friday afternoon, June 22nd and will adjourn on 
Tuesday evening, June 26th following the closing worship. Synod is in downtown Hartford, 
Connecticut at the Hartford Civic Center. It's an arena designed primarily for sporting for 
events, but it will be our home for five days and we'll have the usual exhibits, worship, music 
and workshops. The good news is that the Civic Center seats over 14,000 people, so we have 
plenty of room to make this the biggest Synod ever.  

Synod in the City 

This is after all, not just any Synod, it's our 50th Anniversary Synod, so we're going to dispense 
a bit with business as usual and a good deal of Friday, Saturday and Sunday has been set 
aside for the celebration of our past and a conversation about our future. The opening worship 
on Friday evening will kick off the celebration. On Saturday, delegates and visitors will all have 
a chance to be a part of Synod in the City. It's a day long festival of worship, Bible Study, 
workshops, lectures, concerts, etc.  We'll begin Saturday morning with worship in the Civic 
Center and a keynote address, then we will fan out in the downtown area for a host of other 
events.  We'll end the day back together in the Civic Center for a grand celebration. 

New and Updated Information  

We'll post information as we have it available, but we suggest that you check the website after 
the 15th of each month for updated information, including more details on preparing for Synod, 
where to pick up registration materials when you arrive in Hartford, detailed schedules for 
Synod in the City, business to be considered by Synod, information on keynotes, worship and 
ongoing program details.  Visit http://www.ucc.org/synod/ for more info and updates!   

http://www.ucc.org:
http://www.ucc.org/synod/


UPCOMING WORSHIP PLANS 
JUNE & JULY, 2007  

Worship plans for June and July, 2007 have been finalized by the Board of 
Deacons. We look forward to worshipping together in the coming weeks and 
welcoming the following to our pulpit.  

June 3   - The Reverend J. Alan McLean, Minister Emeritus of Center Church, 
will preach and celebrate communion.  

June 10 – Mr. Timothy Gilbert, Center Church Deacon and soon to be ordained minister in the 
United Church of Christ, will preach.  

June 17 – Mr. Timothy Gilbert will preach.  

June 24 – The Reverend J. Alan McLean will preach. The UCC Synod will be meeting in 
Hartford during this time.  

July 1   -  The Reverend William Warner-Prouty, Assistant Moderator of Center Church, will 
preach and celebrate communion.  

July 8   -  The Reverend Joseph Bradley, Center Church member, will preach.  

July 15 -  The Reverend Joseph Bradley will preach.  

July 22 -  Mr. Thomas Bright, Director of Volunteer Services of Center City Churches, will 
preach. Center City Churches is one of our mission partners.  

July 29 -  Ms Margaret Steinegger-Keyser, Executive Director of the Greater Hartford Interfaith 
Coalition for Equity and Justice, will preach.  The Greater Hartford Interfaith Coalition for 
Equity and Justice is also one of our mission partners.        

NEW CHURCH MEMBER DIRECTORIES  

The May 2007 edition of the Center Church Pictorial Directories are 
now available.  Please pick up a copy at the Meeting House or the 

Church Office, or you may call the office to have one mailed to you.  



       

JUNE BIRTHDAYS  

6/1

   

Richard Mankey 
6/2

   

George Francis 
6/5

   

Silas Capps-Hawkins 
6/8

   

Robert Davidson 
6/8

   

Suzanne Thomas 
6/9

   

Chase Vincent Sanders 
6/10

   

Jonathan Geter 
6/12

   

Shepherd Holcombe, Sr. 
6/13

   

Kohar Torino 
6/14

   

Robert Ford 
6/16

   

Dennis Morin 
6/17

   

Edward Choinski 
6/19

   

Timothy Otte 
6/19

   

Terran Titus 
6/20

   

Heidi Thomas 
6/21

   

Joel Gonzales 
6/26

   

Terrance French 
6/27

   

Mary Hawkes 
6/27

   

Emily Markham 
6/29

   

Donald Steinle 
6/30

   

David Owens 
6/30

   

Catherine Thompson  

 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES   

 

6/8

   

Curtis & Patricia Anderson

 

6/27

   

Reg & Carolyn Arvidson 
6/27

   

William & Dorothy Wurts 
6/28

   

Christopher & Amy White   

                                                                                                                                                                            
PRAYER SHAWLS 

If you are in need of a prayer shawl, or 
you know someone who does, please 
contact any deacon or call Marie at the 
Church Office.  We will do our best to 
make sure a shawl is available for you 
as soon as possible. 

DO YOU OR A LOVED ONE 
NEED PASTORAL CARE? 

If you would like a visit or are in need of 
pastoral care during this transition time, 
please contact the church office.  We will 
arrange for a deacon to be in touch with 
you as soon as possible. 

 

CENTER CITY CHURCHES 
MANNA COMMUNITY MEALS 
Many thanks to our Center Church 

Volunteers for May, 2007:  

Alan Ackerman 
Curtis Anderson 

Patricia Erdmann & Alan Roberts 
Bill & Kathy Gourlie 

Louise, Amelia & Olivia Labbe-Fahy 

 

WELCOME, YOUTH DEACONS! 
The Board of Deacons welcome Max 
Otte and Daniel Otte as new members 
filling the positions for youth deacons.  
We are pleased to have them join us 
and help with worship responsibilities.

  

CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD &  
FAMILY NEWS  

WEDDINGS, BIRTHS, BAPTISMS, 
DEATHS  

None  

NEW MEMBERS  

   Patricia Erdmann – May 20th  

Alan Roberts – May 20th        

  



MUSICAL NOTES 
By Jason Charneski  

The Calm of Summer?  Not in 2007!  

For most of our modern American society, summer tends to be a time for more relaxation and rest.  For many of 
us at Center Church, the summer of 2007 will be anything but!  There are many events planned, all related to this 
month’s UCC General Synod XXVI or the church’s 375th anniversary, with its attendant tour of England, the 
“Journey in the Footsteps of Thomas Hooker and Samuel Stone.”  The schedule for June (only!) herewith:   

Sunday, June 3 at 5:00 p.m.   Meeting House  
Vocal Studio Recital: Students of Benjamin Rauch  
Donation: $10/person (to benefit the England trip)   

Featured work: Chinese Mother Goose Rhymes.  Additional music by Bainbridge, Fauré, Gilbert & 
Sullivan, Gershwin, Monteverdi, Pergolesi, Porter, Purcell, and Schonberg.   

Saturday, June 9 at 7:00 p.m.   Church House Dining Room  
“A Taste” with Chef Bradley Boisvert  
Donation: $20/person, $30/couple (to benefit the England trip)   

A evening of samples of hors d’oeuvres, complemented by appropriate wines and ales. Menu offerings to 
include: Grilled lamb chops paired with a rioja, Pan roasted salmon with a soy maple glaze paired with a 
pinot noir, Shrimp and citrus salad paired with a vinho verde, Roasted orange duck breast paired with a 
riesling, and – for a light dessert – strawberries and champagne.  The samples of food and drink will be 
portioned with the understanding and hope of maintaining sobriety.  

Wednesday, June 13 at 7:00 p.m.  Meeting House  
Concert: The Choir of King Philip Middle School, West Hartford; Mark Kaplan, director  
Donation: $5/person, $10/family (to benefit the England trip)  
Free parking available in the “Gold Building” garage from 5:00 – 10:00 p.m.  

Mr. Kaplan and his students look forward to offering a diverse program, sung from many areas of the 
Meeting House.  This ensemble was featured in March at the biennial national convention of the 
American Choral Directors Association.  

Saturday, June 16 at 7:00 p.m.   Meeting House 
Concert: Emlyn Ngai, violin 
Donation: $10/person (to benefit the England trip)  

Our good friend, Emlyn Ngai, member of the Hartt faculty and of numerous chamber ensembles, 
including the Adaskin String Trio (they have performed twice on our Music and the Arts series), will 
present a program of works by J. G. Pisendel, Max Reger, and Fritz Kreisler.  

Saturday, June 23, all day   Meeting House 
Synod in the City 
Admission: details at ucc.org  

The UCC General Synod XXVI will offer musical programs in the Meeting House, all with the purpose 
of getting persons in town for the synod out into the community; thereby making an impressive visual and 
physical presence of the UCC and its ministries.  



Saturday, June 23 at 7:10 p.m.   Hartford Civic Center 
All-Synod Hymn Sing, led by Jason Charneski 
Admission: details at ucc.org  

As the “Synod in the City” comes to close, a close-of-the-day program will be preceded immediately by 
an all-synod hymn sing.  I am most humbled at having been asked to lead what may be 10,000 people in 
song.  We’ll sing many favorites, including “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You,” “God, Whose Giving 
Knows No Ending,” This Is My Song,” and “Sweet, Sweet Spirit.”    

Sunday, June 24 at 7:30 p.m.   Meeting House 
Encore performance: “The Gold Street Cabaret” 
Donation: $10/person (to benefit the England trip)  

Offered to be an entertainment option for persons attending the UCC General Synod XXVI and

 

for those 
who could not attend the first performance of this program on May 18, members of the Center Church 
Choir will sing Broadway show tunes by Cole Porter, Jerome Kern, Richard Rodgers, and Stephen 
Schwartz, opera arias by Mozart and Puccini, and a well-known song, composed by Harold Arlen and 
featured in a famous film.  The emcee will even share a few bits of humor about the collective life of the 
church.       

===========================================================================  

CELEBRATING 375 YEARS 
1632 – 2007  

                 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR HISTORY  

As we continue our 375th anniversary year, research into our archives resulted in a collection of 
additional anniversaries that are happening in 2007. One highlight is being shared each month.        

                    ~ Robin Roy, 
 for the Anniversary Committee  

“What in God’s name are we doing in Hartford?” Fifteen years ago, in 1992, our Minister, Alan 
mcLean, preached a sermon series entitled, “What in God’s name are we doing in Hartford?” 

Good question, don’t you think? A good question for 1992, 1892 and 2007!  
In one of his sermons that summer, Alan said, “What – in God’s name – are we doing in Hartford,  

if we are not speaking and living a forgiving love that risks letting pride wither, and revenge retreat,  
so that God’s ultimate vision of Shalom for all people may yet become a possibility?”  

During worship this summer, three representatives of our mission partners in Hartford will preach. 
They are: Tom Bright of Center City Churches, Margaret Steinegger-Keyser of the Greater Hartford 
Interfaith Coalition for Equity and Justice, and the Reverend Don Steinle of the Christian Activity 

Council. Come and hear what they have to say in answer to Alan’s fifteen year-old question.  
And let’s add to that question, “and how can I help?”  

      



THE BIBLE AT HOME 

June 3, 2007  
The World’s Becoming  
Psalm 8  
Proverbs 8:1–4, 22–31  
Romans 5:1–5  
John 16:12–15  

On this Trinity Sunday we share in a psalm of 
celebration. We celebrate the life of the earth 
– flowers, birds, clouds, stars – and our 
connectedness with God. We offer praise for 
the awesomeness of God’s greatness. We 
celebrate that God has trusted us to care for 
the earth. When we doubt this connectedness 
and trust, we can simply look up at the stars. 
They remind us that the world is immense, 
but God’s love is even more immense. The 
stars are like a blanket of protection for us 
each night reminding us that God cares for 
us. In response, we can care for the world. 
With God we are partners and co-visionaries 
for the future.   

June 10, 2007  
Daring Compassion  
1 Kings 17:8–16, (17–24)  
Psalm 146  
Galatians 1:11–24  
Luke 7:11–17   

Elijah was a well-known prophet. A prophet is 
a person who brings a message from God. 
They hear messages from God and convey 
them to others. Elijah lived at a time when 
King Ahab and Queen Jezebel wanted Israel 
to worship Baal, not God. There became a 
competition between the prophets of Baal and 
the prophet Elijah who remained loyal and 
worked hard for God.   

This story in 1 Kings reminds us to trust that 
God provides us with “enough.” God will 
provide for us through grace, mercy, and 
care. The woman in the story had enough 
food for herself and some to share.  
When we look at what we have instead of 
what we do not have, we often find that we, 
too, have more than enough.  

June 17, 2007  
Grace- filled Hospitality  
1 Kings 21:1–10, (11–14), 15–21a  
Psalm 5:1–8  
Galatians 2:15–21  
Luke 7:36—8:3   

Luke tells a story of Jesus and a woman with 
a jar or ointment. We hear of love lavishly 
being shared. Jesus talks of the hospitality 
that is bestowed to him. We celebrate God’s 
grace each time we give and receive 
hospitality.   

What is hospitality? It is sharing and caring 
with others, making them feel welcome, 
included and special. Hospitality is about 
being generous. We are called to be generous 
and share God’s love and offer hospitality as 
Jesus did.   

June 24, 2007  
Deep Down Questions  
1 Kings 19:1–4, (5–7), 8–15a  
Psalm 42 and 43  
Galatians 3:23–29  
Luke 8:26–39   

Elijah was scared and ran away from trouble. 
He hid in a cave and waited, hoping to hear 
God. Elijah heard a wind strong enough to 
break rocks, but he did not hear God. There 
was an earthquake and a fire. Elijah listened 
for God in the roar and chaos but did not hear 
God. Then there was a silence, a stillness, 
and God was in the stillness.   

Elijah heard God in the silence. God was 
always with Elijah even when Elijah did not 
realize it.   

Like Elijah, sometimes we have to be still and 
look deep down to discover that God is with 
us.    



Is Your 2007 Pledge up to Date? 
In order to help members to better understand giving patterns, the Stewardship Committee will be 

providing periodic updates.  Thank you for your financial support!  

Year to Date Pledging Summary

 
(20 out of 52 Sundays)  

Total pledging expected for 20 weeks          49,280.00 
Actual pledges paid for 20 weeks           49,977.46 
Percent received of annual pledge         39% 
Outstanding pledges at 20 weeks              0  

# of   % of      % of   months 
units

 

 92 units

 

pledge paid

  

“behind”

  

50 55%  39% or more       0         
(on track)  

31 34%  1% - 38%   1 – 4         
 months      

11 11%   0% zero          
payments          
made   

 

OPEN TABLE FUND 
as of May 25, 2007    

Beginning balance       903.08 
*Contributions         50.00

 

Total                        953.08  

Charges:  

May International Dining 
22 @ $13.00/person           286.00

  

Current Balance Open Table Fund                                                      $ 667.08

   

*Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the fund may do so by sending a check to the church office  
with the memo Open Table Fund.  



Memorial Garden Update – Planting Party Planned   

When: Saturday, June 2, 2007  

Where: Center Church Memorial Garden  

What:

 
Maintenance and Spring Planting  

Why:

 
To enhance the Garden’s beauty in honor of our loved ones, and to put our church’s 

“best foot forward” for Synod visitors expected later in the month.  

The Center Church Memorial Garden is located on the south side of the Meeting House near the lower level 
entrance. Many loved ones’ ashes have been laid to rest there since its creation in 1993. Over time we have made efforts 
to maintain and beautify the area and Olga and Alex Shuter have been some of its most dedicated caretakers and 
gardeners.  

Our Memorial Garden Committee has recently been reactivated. The French family has come forward with an offer of 
financial support, for which we are very grateful. We have had a planning meeting and our first venture will be this planting 
project. Other plans such as a bench for reflection and meditation, as well as some structural enhancements of the area, 
are being discussed.  

So – come to the Planting Party! We will offer a continental breakfast – bagels, juice, and coffee – at 8:30. We’ll start work 
by 9:00 am and be done by 1:00 pm. Bring your gloves, tools and sunscreen. Water will be provided. Rain date will be 
after church on Sunday, June 3. Please call the church office or sign up in the green book so we will have enough food.  

=========================================================================  

WITH THANKS…               

 

Dear Center Church family,  

My heartfelt thanks to all of my 
dear friends at Center Church for 

the beautiful birthday card.   
It was a lovely remembrance  

of my 83rd year!  

Elizabeth Boyajian

Dear Prayer Shawl knitters and the 
Center Church family,  

I want to thank you for your 
wonderful gift of a prayer shawl.  

 

I wear it and I can feel all the  
prayers of you wonderful people.  

 

May God bless you all!  

Gloria Gilbert
(Tim Gilbert’s mother)



      

INFORMATIONAL SESSION ON  
MINISTERIAL SEARCH COMMITTEES 

Part II   

In last month’s church newsletter, we reported that an Informational Session on Ministerial Search 
Committees was held on April 22nd. That article focused on the overall process. This month we would like to 
share some of the discussion about the role of the transitional minister and what specific qualities Center 
Church members are looking for in the person who will fill that position.   

The Reverend Ineke Mitchell, our regional minister from the CT Conference of the United Church of 
Christ, said that the role of the transitional minister is to “prepare the congregation to welcome the new 
(installed) minister after we have done self-reflecting and have come to terms with our past.” She went on to say 
that this can be both a creative and energizing time as we prepare to move into the future.   

Special qualities people think are important for a transitional minister for Center Church to have include:  

enthusiasm and compassion, 
the ability and skill to help us form a vision but not tell us our vision, 
the ability to build/rebuild trust and to bring us together, 
inspiring people to get involved, 
relating well to a wide range of individuals and helping people recognize their gifts and  empowering 
them, 
skilled at conflict resolution, 
a commitment to our Open and Affirming ministry, as well as to the City of Hartford and its needs.   

Ineke Mitchell said that she thinks Center Church is a “wonderful community with many 
gifts”. She will work with us, helping to match our needs with candidates’ skills. We should expect the 
transitional minister to be with us for one to two years.   

We will report regularly through the newsletter on the Transitional Minister Search Committee process 
and progress.  

Roberta L. Roy, 
Clerk  




