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UPCOMING WORSHIP PLANS 
SUMMER 2007  

Summer Worship plans have been finalized by the Board of Deacons. We look 
forward to worshipping together in the coming weeks and welcoming the following 
to our pulpit.    

July 1 - The Reverend William Warner-Prouty, Assistant Moderator of Center 
Church, will preach and celebrate communion.  

July 8 & 15   -  The Reverend Joseph Bradley, Center Church member, will preach.  

July 22 -  Mr. Thomas Bright, Director of Volunteer Services of Center City Churches, will preach. 
Center City Churches is one of our mission partners.  

July 29 – Ms. Margaret Steinegger-Keyser, Executive Director of the Greater Hartford Interfaith 
Coalition for Equity and Justice, will preach.  The Greater Hartford Interfaith Coalition for Equity and 
Justice is also one of our mission partners.  

August 5 & 12 - The Reverend Donald Steinle, Center Church member, will preach.  

August 19 -  The Reverend Richard Aubin-Fischer, First Congregational Church, Brockton, MA  

August 26 -  Mr. Larry Roeming, Center Church Moderator, will preach.                

SUMMER PASTORAL CARE 
The Board of Deacons has arranged for several ordained pastors, both from our 
church and neighboring churches, to be available this summer to provide 
pastoral care to those who may need it.  This care is especially important during 
this time of transition for us and for our church.  If you feel that you are in need 
of this care during a time of pastoral emergency (illness, death, or other personal 
situation), please contact the Church Office at (860) 249-5631.  Marie or Olga 
will have the Deacon in charge for particular months during the summer contact 
you, and will arrange for pastoral care for you. 



      

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
7/2

   

Amy Salls 
7/2

   

Douglas Lombardi 
7/5

   

Peter Piatti-Rios 
7/5

   

Mark Leichthammer 
7/7

   

Brett Sanders 
7/8

   

Elena Tuthill 
7/8

   

Theodore Vietzke 
7/9

   

M. Eluned Roberts 
7/11

   

Bradley Boisvert Jr. 
7/12

   

Nilsalynn DelValle 
7/12

   

Alani Adams 
7/14

   

Peter Guzmann 
7/18

   

Luciano Valles 
7/19

   

Elena Sanderson 
7/21

   

Gary Guzmann 
7/22

   

Gary Whitehill, Jr. 
7/24

   

Angela Mateo 
7/25

   

Gertrude Tatro 
7/25

   

Sarah Freeman 
7/26

   

Dennis Bothamley 
7/26

   

John Chen 
7/26

   

Laura Renfro 
7/28

   

Samuel Chen 
7/28

   

Joseph Judea Lopez 
7/29

   

Alice Sadoian 
7/30

   

Regner Arvidson 
7/31

   

Vanessa Nieves 
7/31

   

Evan Martinez   

JULY ANNIVERSARIES  

7/14

   

George & Gladys Hernandez

       
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

8/1

   
Earl Sanderson 

8/2

   
Tina Bobbitt 

8/2

   
Diana Mateo 

8/2

   

Olivia Labbe-Fahy 
8/2

   

Amelia Labbe-Fahy

 

8/4

   

Patricia Anderson 
8/6

   

Adam Bothamley 
8/12

   

Richard Markham 
8/16

   

Donald Gourlie 
8/20

   

John Guzmann 
8/20

   

Steven Lombardi 
8/23

   

Beatrice Birdman 
8/24

   

Lisa Thomas 
8/28

   

Rose Kalajian 
8/28

   

Lesley Thompson 
8/29

   

Frank Arnold 
8/29

   

Jim Oliver 
8/30

   

William Wurts 
8/31

   

Anthony Sanders  

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES  

8/13

   

Patrick & Sue Hayes 
8/15

   

James & Mary Ellen Jacobs

 

8/16

   

J. Alan & Joan McLean 
8/18

   

William & Kathleen Gourlie 
8/20

   

Patrick & Julie Hurley 
8/21

   

Frank & Amy Salls 
8/25

   

Thomas & Sally St. Amant               

There are two kinds of people: 
those who say to God, 
"Thy will be done," and 

those to whom God says, 
"All right, then, have it your way."

~ C. S. Lewis



  
MUSICAL NOTES 
By Jason Charneski  

Countdown to the England Trip!  

As I write this column (Tuesday afternoon, June 26), I await the last bits of information confirming the travel 
arrangements and lodging accommodations for the twenty-six members and friends of Center Church who will 
tour parts of England on a “Journey in the Footsteps of Thomas Hooker and Samuel Stone.”  Before we go there, 
however, the 19 members of the choir (17 singers, 1 director, 1 organist) need to rehearse.  We’re going to offer a 
significant and wonderfully diverse sample of sacred music by American composers.  Our rehearsals will be held 
on the following days:    

Thursday, July 12 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, July 17 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.   
Wednesday, July 25 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.   
Thursday, July 26 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.   
Saturday, July 28 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

We will perform a pre-tour “farewell” concert on Sunday, July 29, at 7:00 p.m.  I hope you will be in attendance 
to affirm the choir in its work to that point and offer them the encouragement, prayers, and well-wishes necessary 
to bring about a successful tour (see the flyer elsewhere in this newsletter).  Let’s work to make this a great Center 
Church community-and-beyond event.  Tell your friends about it.    

The trip itinerary itself is this (not too detailed – would take up too much space!):    

Thursday, August 2 Early evening flight to London    

Friday, August 3 Coach travel to Market Bosworth  
(town where Thomas Hooker went to boarding school) 
Travel to Leicester (hotel)    

Saturday, August 4 Visit Marefield (Hooker’s birthplace)       
and Tilton (Hooker’s baptism site) 
Choir rehearses in Leicester Cathedral    

Sunday, August 5 Choir sings Eucharist and Evensong at Leicester Cathedral    

Monday, August 6 Coach travel to Hertford (Samuel Stone’s hometown)      
Choir sings Concert in All Saints’ Parish Church      
Travel to Cobham (hotel)    

Tuesday, August 7 Visit Hampton Court Palace      
Visit to and tour of Esher (Hooker’s first parish)    

Wednesday, August 8 Day in Cambridge:       
Tour of Emmanuel College (Hooker’s alma mater)       
Tour of King’s College Chapel      

Travel to Little Baddow: meet host families    

Thursday, August 9 Day in London       
Visit to The Tower of London       
Private tour of St. Paul’s Cathedral 



      
Attend Evensong at Westminster Abbey       
Walk around Trafalgar Square (sadly, The Church of St.        
Martin in-the-Fields, the building upon which our Meeting        
House is based, is closed for a significant renovation)    

Friday, August 10 Day in Little Baddow       
Visit Cuckoos’ Farm and  

           Thomas Hooker/John Eliot History Centre 
Choir rehearses/sings Concert in United Reformed 

           Church Chapel 
Travel to Chelmsford: meet host families    

Saturday, August 11 Day in Chelmsford (Hooker was curate at what        
  is now Chelmsford Cathedral)      
Choir rehearses in Chelmsford Cathedral      
Choir sings Evensong in Chelmsford Cathedral     

Sunday, August 12 Choir sings Eucharist and Evensong in Chelmsford Cathedral      
Picnic and Annual Cuckoos’ Farm Service in Little Baddow 
Pilgrimage Walk from Little Baddow to Chelmsford Cathedral 

         (arrive in time for Evensong)     

Monday, August 13 Late-afternoon flight to U.S.  

Thank you to the many persons who have responded to our request for contributions to aid our professional 
musicians with their trip expenses.  If you have not already done so, please make a donation to the project.  Our 
fundraising efforts thus far have been fruitful: we are just $1,654.00 short of the goal of $12,600.00 for actual trip 
expenses.  Your gifts will certainly reduce the amount needed to be raised; and, if you are able and so inspired, I 
ask you to be bold with your gift: have the amount in mind and then double it!  Think of the joy that could bring 
to so many going on the trip, the larger Center Church community, and you yourself (at seeing such a positive and 
tangible spirit).  This is, for many of us, a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to make connections with our brothers 
and sisters in England who share the Thomas Hooker and Samuel Stone heritage.  Success is the only option!  If 
you have any questions, please speak with Bill Warner-Prouty, our fundraising chair, or me.   

 

Excerpt from “FROM RESPECTABLE RELIGION TO EVANGELICAL FAITH” 
By John H. Thomas, General Minister and President, United Church of Christ  

Respectable religion is preoccupied with the people already in the church, caring only for themselves as if we 
were one great chaplaincy to each other.  Evangelical faith is deeply attentive to those outside the church, to the 
spiritually homeless yearning for a relationship with Jesus and with the community of Christ’s people.  

Respectable religion fears transgressing the rules.  It guards the door and is always “well-behaved.”  Evangelical 
faith knows that the love of God and the love of neighbor ultimately trumps both the authority of the canons and 
the clerics, and will not stand for bouncers or ejector seats in our churches.  

Respectable religion is afflicted with terminal politeness.  It will never risk offending, even with the truth.  
Evangelical faith rises up with outrage on behalf of the poor and oppressed and violated in our world who are left 
out, left alone, left behind.  

Respectable religion blesses the culture and seeks to protect its own privileged place in the world.  Evangelical 
faith challenges the culture and risks the embrace of those at the margins. 



                                                                                            
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD 

 &  
FAMILY NEWS  

WEDDINGS, BIRTHS, BAPTISMS,  
NEW MEMBERS  

None  

DEATHS  

Sallie Knox (died June 18th) 

  

CENTER CITY CHURCHES 
MANNA COMMUNITY MEALS

  

Many thanks to our Center Church 
volunteers for June, 2007:  

Curtis Anderson 
Laura DesMarais & daughter 

Louise, Amelia & Olivia Labbe-Fahy 
Sara & Richard Markham 

Mary Mattke-Jones 
Gregory Sanders 
Steve Sanders 

 

HELP US TO STAY 
INFORMED 

As we continue to pray for and minister 
to the sick of our congregation, we 
encourage you to inform our office
whenever a member of your family is 
hospitalized so that we may arrange a 
visitation.  Often it isn’t until after one 
has returned home from the hospital that 
we are informed of their illness.  This is 
especially true during summer vacation 
time. 

 

Our AUGUST CALENDAR
will be available at the end of 
July.  To view, please visit 
www.centerchurchhartford.org, 
or call Marie at (860) 249-5631 
(x10) to have a copy mailed to 
you. 

Please remember to visit the 
Upcoming Events page on the 

Center City Churches website at 
www.centercitychurches.org. 
From there, click on Volunteer 

Opportunities for effective ways 
to serve our community! 

Love fills the moment and 

 
the moment begins eternity.  

Mark William Fisher 
and 

Luciano Valles, Jr.  

Invite you, our family and friends, 
to share in the celebration of love as we 

extend the bonds of friendship to 
include the vows of marriage 

On Saturday,  
the twenty-eighth of July, 
Two thousand and seven 

at six o’clock in the evening 
At the Meeting House  

(Note:  Private reception to follow 
at the Church House.)

 

http://www.centerchurchhartford.org
http://www.centercitychurches.org


CELEBRATING 375 YEARS 
1632 – 2007 

                 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR HISTORY 

As we continue our 375th anniversary year, research into our archives resulted in a collection of 
additional anniversaries that are happening in 2007. One highlight is being shared each month.        

                    ~ Robin Roy, 
 for the Anniversary Committee  

MARCHING FOR PEACE ~ Twenty five years ago, on June 12, 1982, a group of Center Church 
members traveled with others from cities and towns all over our country to participate in a peace 
rally/march in New York City. The march began at the United Nations and continued to Central Park. 
The staging areas, to organize the throngs of people, were side streets, and our group was packed, 
shoulder-to-shoulder, for a very long time waiting to join those marching ahead of us. It was estimated 
that there were at least a million people present, and it was an amazing, incredible day. We experienced 
a beautiful feeling of community and shalom and hope. It was a great day to be wearing our red, 350th 
anniversary tee shirts that read “CENTER CHURCH ALIVE.”  This was just one of many peace-related 
activities supported by the Center Church Committee for the Promotion of Christian Social Principles in 
1982.  The US/USSR nuclear freeze and the arms race were two topics that were highlighted.   

      * What are we doing today to work for peace, as individuals and as a faith community? * 

CENTER CHURCH AND GENERAL SYNOD  

I want to thank the Deacons and the members of Center Church for your invitation to worship with you and to 
preach on two Sundays in the past month:  June 3 and June 24.  It was a joy to see the many familiar faces and to 
share again in your lives.  

I was especially pleased to be present when you hosted hundreds of UCC delegates and visitors on June 24.  That 
morning turned out to be a double “Old Home Day” for me.  Not only was I able to renew friendships with Center 
Church members, but I discovered several old friends among the UCC worshippers.  

Two consistent comments came to me as I stood at the door that Sunday morning greetings guests as they 
departed.  “What a beautiful place to worship…”, and “What a rich welcome we received!”  To these I would add my 
own superlatives for the music and worship of Jason Charneski, who planned most of that service.  It was a joy to 
work with Jason on those two June Sundays, and to have the constant support of the office staff:  Marie Ferrantino, 
Olga Shuter, and Alex Shuter.  

Also, I want to thank those who took part in the June 24 service: Robin Roy, Harry Sanders, Nancy Maclean, Gail 
Canzano, Larry Roeming, and William Jackson.  Finally may I commend Earl Sanderson for organizing the many of 
you who contributed time as docents greeting city visitors to the Meeting House during the General Synod days.  
Thank you, Earl, for your “ministry of hospitality!”  

Blessings to all during these summer weeks.   

Alan McLean 
Minister Emeritus

 



THE BIBLE AT HOME  

July 1, 2007 

Take Up the Story 
2 Kings 2:1–2, 11–20 
Psalm 77:1–2, 11–20 
Galatians 5:1, 13–25 
Luke 9:51–62  

In 2 Kings we hear of Elijah being taken up to 

heaven in a whirlwind. Elisha is left behind to take 

up Elijah’s work. Elisha is to share the story and add 
his own chapter to it.  Elisha asked for a share of 

Elijah’s spirit so that Elisha could do this task more 

fully. This work and spirit was represented by a 
piece of cloth called a mantle.  When we pick up the 

story of God’s love and pass it on, God’s work in the 

world continues from generation to generation.  

July 8, 2007 

Unexpected Prophets 
2 Kings 5:1–14 
Psalm 30 
Galatians 6:(1–6), 7–16 
Luke 10:1–11, 16–20  

Namaan was an important army official who had an 

amazing experience through some ordinary events. 

A foreign servant girl that told Naaman that the 
prophet Elisha could cure Naaman’s skin disease. 

Elisha said the cure was water from a rather small, 

ordinary river. Naaman almost gave up because it 
seemed too ordinary. Simple things sometimes 

produce extraordinary results. God and Jesus both 

use ordinary people to spread the good news and to 
let our story of faith unfold in simple ways.  

July 15, 2007 

Compassionate Neighbors 
Amos 7:7–17 
Psalm 82 
Colossians 1:1–14 
Luke 10:25–37  

The story of the Good Samaritan is an opportunity to 

experience and celebrate God’s challenge to receive 

from God and one another. It is a chance to live out 

the great commandment, to love God, and to love 
others as we love ourselves. God calls us to be 

good neighbours to one another in the world.  

The Great Commandment: 

Love God with all your heart, with all your mind and 
with all your strength, and love your neighbour as 
yourself.  

July 22, 2007 

Faithful Listeners 
Amos 8:1–12 
Psalm 52 
Colossians 1:15–28 
Luke 10:38–42  

We have an opportunity today to experience and 
celebrate different forms of discipleship. Jesus 
values both Mary’s work and Martha’s work. He 
enables Martha to see the value in what Mary is 
doing. We can be disciples by both learning and 
serving. God’s desire is that we do both. Jesus 
thinks it is very important that we listen and learn. 
Jesus also says it is important to serve others in 
need.  

July 29, 2007 

Prayerful Disciples 
Hosea 1:2–10 
Psalm 85 
Colossians 2:6–15, (16–19) 
Luke 11:1–13  

Jesus wants us to feel connected to God. God wants 

that, too. Jesus teaches the disciples – and us – 

how to pray. A prayer can be words, actions, 
singing, or even silence. When we are beginning to 

learn about prayer, sometimes it is easier to say 

words taught to us instead of trying to find our own 
words.  One of the most familiar prayers in the world 

is the prayer that Jesus taught in the Bible. Here is 

one version of it:  

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 

your will be done  



on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from 

evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

English translation of the Lord’s Prayer by the 
English Language Liturgical Consultation (ELLC) 
1988  

August 5, 2007 

Loving God Back 
Luke 12:13–21 
Hosea 11:1–11 
Psalm 107:1–9, 43 
Colossians 3:1–11  

God has given us so much. In response, we love 

and give back. We can probably all think of times 
when we’ve been a bit greedy or tried to hoard. 

Sometimes we get bogged down by all the things we 

have. Where does that get us? We can celebrate 
grace-filled love by loving God back. Sharing is a 

way to respond to God’s steadfast love for us.   

Jesus told a parable to try to illustrate what is 
and what is not important. It helps us remember to 

set our priorities not on having more and more 

things.   

August 12, 2007 

Faith Is... 
Isaiah 1:1, 10–20 
Psalm 50:1–8, 22–23 
Hebrews 11:1–3, 8–16 
Luke 12:32–40  

What is faith? The author of the letter to the 

Hebrews reminds us that faith is trust in God, God’s 
promises, and in things we cannot see. Faith helps 

believers do great things. We often hear amazing 

stories in the Bible and wonder why people did the 
things that they did. How could they go on? How did 

they persevere in hard times? The answer: faith. 

They had faith in God, God’s promises, in others, 

and in themselves. Stories of our faith ancestors 
help deepen our own faith and trust in God. The 

author of the letter to the Hebrews reminds us that 

faith is a gift from God and, like grace, you don’t 
have to earn it. 

August 19, 2007 

Faith Witnesses 
Isaiah 5:1–7 
Psalm 80:1–2, 8–19 
Hebrews 11:29—12:2 
Luke 12:49–56  

Being a faithful witness means sharing the joy and 

trials of being faithful. As faithful witnesses we have 

the opportunity to experience and celebrate our 
ongoing story as God’s people. We know that faith is 

a belief and trust in things unseen when we witness 

these events and share the story of them with others 
we are being faith witnesses for God and our faith 

story continues on.  

Stories of people persevering in faith helped the 
early church in hard times, and these same stories 

can help us. When we are feeling discouraged, we 

can remember stories of our faith ancestors – 
people in the Bible, and other followers of Jesus 

since then – and realize that God has been with us 

for a long, long time.  

August 26, 2007 

Out of the Shadow 
Luke 13:10–17 
Jeremiah 1:4–10 
Psalm 71:1–6 
Hebrews 12:18–29  

Jesus believed that people are more important than 

rules. Nothing could stop Jesus from healing, 

restoring people to wholeness, and welcoming all. 
Jesus showed that the way to keep the Sabbath day 

holy was to help bring healing and liberation. Jesus 

wanted people to know that we should never miss 
an opportunity to help others experience wholeness. 

Jesus taught us to care for and include those who 

feel excluded or left out or kept in the shadows. 



IS YOUR 2007 PLEDGE UP TO DATE?  

In order to help members to better understand giving patterns, the Stewardship Committee will be 
providing periodic updates.  Thank you for your financial support!  

Year-to-Date Pledging Summary

 

(25 out of 52 Sundays)  

Total pledging expected for 25 weeks          61,600 
Actual pledges paid for 25 weeks           58,565 
Percent received of annual pledge    46% 
Outstanding pledges at 25 weeks  3,035   

# of   % of      % of   months 
units

 

 92 units

 

pledge paid

  

“behind”

  

55 60%  48% or more       0         
(on track)  

27 30%  1% - 47%   1 – 5         
 months      

10 10%   0% zero          
payments          
made   

 

OPEN TABLE FUND 
as of June 25, 2007    

Beginning balance         667.08 
*Contributions       130.00

  

Current Balance Open Table Fund:                                                      $ 797.08

     

*Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the fund may do so by sending a check 
to the church office with the memo Open Table Fund.    



 
 “WHO WILL HELP ME WITH MY LAWN?”   

            We’ve had a string of beautiful days in this part of Vermont’s “northeast 
kingdom” after a rather rainy spring. Yesterday a man who contracts with farmers all 
over northern Vermont hayed our field. Looks like a bumper crop.    

            The immediate view in front of our house is better than it was last year. That’s because of some 
selective tree cutting by a man who works with my nephew, Steve.  Steve likes to leave a piece of land 
better than he found it.     

             Something like that happened in Massachusetts earlier this week. Yesterday’s headline in The 
Boston Globe described a vote which made things better for gay and lesbian people and, indirectly, for all of 
us.  The headline read “Right of gays to marry set for years to come.”  The Massachusetts legislature voted 
151 to 45 against a ban on gay marriage. If as few as 50 legislators had voted for the ban, it would have 
been submitted to a vote in the 2008 general election.   

            An accompanying article in the Globe told how “personal stories swayed (the) stances” of legislators 
previously opposed to gay marriage. One was from a woman in the Springfield area who wrote her legislator 
that she had changed her mind: “But since then, Gale,” the woman said, “this lovely couple, these two men, 
moved in next door to me, and they have a couple of children and they’re married, and they help me with my 
lawn. And if they can’t be married in Massachusetts, they’re going to leave – and then who would help me 
with my lawn?”   

             Statistics show that fears of gay marriage undermining the institution of marriage haven’t been 
borne out. Massachusetts, according to the most recent statistics, has a divorce rate of 2.4 per l, 000 
population and is the “lowest divorce rate in the nation.”  The national average is 4.2. Divorce rates are 
generally lower in the northeast and higher in the south according to data from the census bureau.   

            But I don’t think its statistics that change people. I think its stories, just as the article in the Globe 
pointed out.  It’s knowing people. It’s appreciating them. It’s seeing that those we thought were different are 
just like the rest of us.   It’s a change of heart before it’s a change of mind. That’s why, when I hear about 
religious people praying for the passage of a ban on gay marriage, it puzzles me.    

            Earlier this month Lucy and I attended my 60th reunion at the Loomis Chaffee School in Windsor, 
Conn. I must admit that the main reason I went was to see our son, Doug, and his family. Doug was there 
for his 25th reunion.  Once I was there, though, I enjoyed seeing old classmates and talking to people I’d 
known from living many years in Windsor.   

            One of those people teaches philosophy at the school. He was one of Doug’s favorite teachers. Dom 
speaks in the cadences of his native Italy. He worried about the school, he said, because so much money 
was being spent on buildings. We need to put more emphasis on relationships, Dom said. We should bring 
in more poets, more people who would speak about intangible things, which have everything to do with 
relationships.  Then Dom said something that I’ve been mulling over ever since.  He said that more and 
more he is sure that love is the only power that can really transform lives and hold the world together.    

            Married and a father, Dom impresses me as a religious person in a very inclusive sense.  Religion is 
all about transformation, about seeing things in a fresh, new way.  Yes, being born anew, if you want to use 
that term.  Sort of like that elderly woman who sees the world a little differently and wonders what she would 
do without her new neighbors. Who would help her with her lawn?                

                                                ~ Van Parker, June 07    



 


