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ALL CHURCH FAMILY ADVENT FESTIVAL  
An Intergenerational Event  

Sunday, December 9th, 4:00-7:00pm    
Center Church House ~ 60 Gold Street   

Come and experience the joy as we prepare for  
the coming of God’s greatest gift to us.  

Fun and Fellowship   -  Transportation provided.  If needed, 
                                                   contact Kathy Gourlie at (860) 563-6274.  

Sign on to help fulfill a wish list for two Hartford families in need. 
To help, please contact Gail Canzano at (860) 561-1530.  

Bring food items to put under the tree in the parlor for the Food Pantry.  

Light supper in the Dining room  

“The light shines in the darkness and  
the darkness shall not overcome it.”    

(Details on reverse)  



ADVENT FESTIVAL DETAILS:  

Where:     Warburton Room (ground floor of Church House)  

ACTIVITIES FOR ALL:

  
Make a fragrant fresh evergreen wreath for your home (bring wire cutters if you have)  

Help make colorful tray favors for nursing home residents  

Create a card for our shut-ins   

Print your own wrapping paper - easy and fun  

Have a good time making tree ornaments for home or the tree in the church house parlor-
several patterns to choose among  

Yummm -  smell those cookies baking in the kitchen for the Soup Kitchen!  Join in the 
baking and decorating and the tasting  

Make a paper chain ~ string some froot loops ~ always popular   

Where:  First floor 

  

Christmas shop on our SERRV table - Unique items made by refugee artisans around the 
world.  All proceeds return to artists.  

Special kid’s table - proceeds going to Church School mission project.  

Bake Sale:  bake and bring to the Festival.   All proceeds going to support Peter’s Retreat 
(A Center City Churches AIDS residence.)  

Advent Worship in the parlor            

     



 
A LETTER FROM PAUL. . .  

Well, it’s Christmas season and there is excitement in the air (for me.) As a 
pastor who typically celebrates no more than two holiday seasons in any one 

church, this is my first Christmas here at Center Church. In the early planning stages much 
seems familiar: pageants, carols, decking the halls, decisions about music and getting 
readers for the late service (always the biggest challenge – hint, hint.) I also know that 
Christmas services in each different place will have moments of magic and mystery and joy.   

Christmas this year should be like that first one – from the shepherds’ point of view. I 
anticipate being filled with mystery, surprise, fear, trembling and joy. Christmas recalls and 
celebrates the coming of the light into the world. When the ancient church fathers decided 
that a feast day commemorating Jesus’ birth was to be fixed in the calendar they chose 
December 25th. That date coincided with various non-Christian festivals celebrated on the day 
of the least amount of sunlight and looking forward to the lengthening of daylight period. This 
was (and is) the church’s way of acknowledging that Jesus is “the light of the world.” This is 
symbolized in just about every place of worship throughout the Christian world by white (the 
traditional liturgical color representing Jesus) candle(s) being regularly displayed. The candles 
remind us of the faith that says Jesus is the light in our darkness, the one who shows us the 
way, and the bright morning star that punctures the night.  

This Christmas as Center Church celebrates the annual coming of light into the world it 
should hold more symbolism than usual. The candles on the wreath of Advent (progressively 
lit in the increasing darkness of December) recall that God made us promises (in the past), 
we are to wait expectantly (in the present), and hope (in the near future) for restoration, a way 
out of the darkness, a path that leads us in new exciting directions of faith. The hours of 
daylight that lead to Christmas actually get shorter and shorter, with the shortest daylight time 
being December 22 and then more light comes into our lives literally in the skies and 
figuratively in a small stable in Bethlehem. What seems hopeless begins to radiate 
expectation that God has once again initiated a series of good (and even miraculous) 
things. Like the shepherds, we are called to heed the message from heaven’s angels and 
rush to see what it is God has done! Will it always make sense? Will we always know what it 
all means? Will it always be the familiar path with a clear goal leading to some grand 
conclusion – or will Messiah’s salvation, hope, joy, peace and justice reside in an insignificant 
stable in an insignificant town? Will God call us to see the way in what looks like no way? Isn’t 
that the true wonder of Christmas?  

Join together with the family at Center Church this holiday season (Advent through Epiphany) 
and let’s see together what miraculously simple, holy and joyous things God plans to gift to us 
again.  God bless each of you at this season and into and throughout 2008.  

Shalom,  

Paul Goodman  



THE MOST IMPORTANT INGREDIENT  
TO MEMBERSHIP GROWTH: YOU!  

You may have noticed we added a new word to the title of our ministry: VITALITY.  Membership 
Growth takes more than just posting an advertisement in the newspaper or on the 
Internet. Advertising can get people through the doors of our church, but what will keep them there, 
encouraging them to become members? The answer is YOU!  We feel vitality is absolutely critical to 
the growth of our church. If our congregation is active, visible in the community, and reaching out to 
our neighbors, then we will be seen in the greater Hartford area.  This visibility will certainly attract 
potential new members.   

The Membership Growth and Vitality Ministry recognizes that we must deliver on what we advertise 
and claim to the Hartford community. Therefore, we want to empower YOU to make Center Church 
more vibrant and vital. We invite you to let us know what kinds of activities you would like to see 
Center Church members participate in, from social events to mission work, or charitable activities to 
outdoor adventures. Anything we can do as a community makes us vibrant and vital. By sharing in all 
types of activities we get to know each other better and this is a critical step on our path to becoming 
an open and affirming shalom congregation.  As we approach Christmas, think about what gifts YOU 
can share with Center Church. Perhaps you . . .  

Are a great cookie maker and you want share your talents of baking,   
Enjoy reading and want to lead a book club,   
Are passionate about social justice and want others to join you in a cause,  
Appreciate nature and want to lead an effort to clean up a park,  
Love to ski and want others to join you, or  
Enjoy entertaining and want to host a party.   

Whatever it may be, if you have ideas for activities that you would like to see come to life at Center 
Church, please contact one of us (Bruce Bidwell, Jason Charneski, Mark Fisher, Mark Leichthammer, 
Larry Roeming, or Edward Turner, Jr.).  

The Membership Growth and Vitality Ministry is ramping up for 2008, we hope it will be a great year 
of growth for our congregation. Look to hear more from us in the coming months and learn how YOU, 
the congregation, will play an integral role in the growth of Center Church.   

If you have any comments about Membership Growth or Vitality please email Mark at 
Leichthammer@sbcglobal.net.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
Mark Leichthammer,  

Chair of Membership Growth and Vitality  

CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD  & FAMILY NEWS  

BIRTHS, BAPTISMS, NEW MEMBERS, WEDDINGS - None 
DEATHS – Margaret Kazarian (November 8th) 
TRANSFERS TO OTHER CHURCHES -  Louise Labbe-Fahy (November 14th) 

 



MUSICAL NOTES 
By Jason Charneski   

The Advent and Christmas Experience – Still Speaking…  

Waiting.  

We don’t wait very well, do we, especially when something has been promised?  Think about the Israelites in 
exile and the new words from God about the promised coming of Messiah that came to them through the 
prophets (remember, they already had the Pentateuch).    

How does the word “exile” become used as metaphor in our own lives?  What “new” words from more recent 
prophets point us to the renewed promise of Messiah, in the person of Jesus and his work as the Christ.  The 
words of promise in Isaiah about “the wolf shall lie down with the lamb” seem improbable in our world, don’t 
they.    

As we journey through Advent into Christmas and beyond, consider some of the “new” words the choir will 
offer and we will sing in worship:   

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond;  
Four thousand winter thought he not too long.  
And all was for an apple, an apple that he took,  
As clerkes finden written in their book…  
…Blessed be the time that apple taken was,  
Therefore we moun singen, Deo gratias! [Thanks be to God!] – Sloane Manuscript, 15th century   

A tender shoot hath started up from a root of grace,  
As ancient seers imparted from Jesse’s holy race.  
It blooms without a blight, blooms in the cold bleak winter,  
Turning our darkness into light. –Otto Goldschmidt (1829-1907), transl.   

Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long;  
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled two thousand years of wrong;  
And man, at war with man, hears not the love-song which they bring: 
O hush the noise, ye men of strife, and hear the angels sing! –Edmund H. Sears (1849)  

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!  Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings; 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” – Charles Wesley (1739)   

My life is like their journey, their star is like God’s book,  
I must be like those good wise men with heav’nward heart and look  
But shall I give no gifts to God, what precious gifts they took.  – Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)  

What new words will our generations pen to illustrate the pilgrimage of faith?  God is still speaking…  

     



     

UPCOMING ANNIVERSARY ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMS  

There is one Adult Education program remaining in our Anniversary series. Each program 
will be held in the Church House parlor at 9:00 AM.  We hope to see you there.   

December 2nd: Gretchen Skelley will present “ Building a New House for the Lord” in conjunction with the 
200th anniversary of our present Meeting House.  Did you know that the First Church of Christ in Hartford has 
been called the Brick Church and the North Church, as well as Center Church?  Find out when and why we 
have had so many “nicknames”.  

  

CELEBRATING 375 YEARS 
1632 – 2007  

     On Sunday, December 2nd, Christians begin a new liturgical year with the season of Advent; Advent leads us 
to Christmas when we celebrate the birth of Jesus. Most of us look forward to special moments of worship and 
fellowship during the coming weeks at Center Church.       

Imagine my surprise when I discovered that the first time there was a public celebration of Christmas in 
Center Church was only one hundred forty-five years ago; in 1862!  Dr. Joel Hawes was the minister.  He had 
been invited by Dr. Parker of South Church to come and participate in Christmas worship at South Church in 
1861. He did, and the following year Center Church hosted a union Christmas worship service with Hartford’s 
Methodists and Baptists. It was well attended and well received but was not repeated the following year.       

And, that’s all we know at this point in time. As with much of our research into our archives, we may find 
out more on early Christmas worship at Center Church, but it will probably be when we are looking for 
something else. We wish you the blessings of this Holy season.  

                                                      Robin Roy  
                                                      for the Anniversary Committee  

===============================================================================  

CHURCH REPLICAS STILL AVAILABLE  

Just a reminder that we still have the wooden replicas of the Meeting House available for purchase and just in 
time for the 200th anniversary of our Fourth Meeting House! The price is $20, and all the proceeds go to funding 
the Anniversary expenses. They will be available in the back of the Meeting House each Sunday during Advent.  
If you have questions, please call Robin Roy at (860) 246-0635.        

JANUARY/FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
Thursday, December 27th 



               

375TH ANNIVERSARY ENDOWMENT FUND ESTABLISHED  

The Board of Stewards and the Prudential Committee have authorized the creation of a 375th Anniversary 
Endowment Fund in the unrestricted portion of our endowment. This action was the result of a passing thought 
expressed in a Prudential Committee discussion. “Wouldn’t it be a great thing to establish a fund in honor of the 
375th Anniversary to send a message to Church members in 25 or 50 or 100 years that we were here and we are 
enthusiastically looking to the future?” This Fund is meant to express the same confidence in the future that 
moved Thomas Hooker and his congregation across the wilderness to Hartford, where he established his and 
our Church.  

A small committee is being formed to work on communications and administration for this fund. We have some 
commitments from several members to the fund already and we expect to invite participation from the entire 
Center Church community early in 2008.   

If you’d like more information about this fund, please contact Kathy Gourlie or Reg Arvidson.  

=================================================================== 
NEW IN THE CENTER CHURCH LIBRARY: 

PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS FROM ENGLAND  

One of the wonderful aspects of the trip to England “In the Footsteps of Thomas Hooker” was the opportunity 
to meet people who have vastly different life experiences from ourselves. I was struck by the stories of two 
exceptional women whom we met, and they were kind enough to share their recollections with me. We now 
have these documents in our church library and I invite you to read them. You will enter a different world. 
Lucette Cooper was Bill’s and my hostess in Chelmsford, along with her husband Brian. She was born in 
Algeria and raised as an orphan by two English ladies. During World War II at the age of six, she and her 
‘aunties’ and another child were evacuated to England. Lucette’s autobiography describes memories of her 
early childhood in Africa, her trip to England and her experiences growing up and being educated as a nurse.  
We met Pat Herniman in Little Baddow. She has shared her reminiscences of England during the War: She was 
sent as a child into the country, but subsequently returned to London. She has documented German bombings in 
her area of London, including the planes, the missiles used, the bomb shelters that were constructed.   

Please see Earl Sanderson in our Church Library if you would like to read these fascinating ‘memoirs’. 
~ Kathy Gourlie 

 
CENTER CHURCH’S SOUP AND SERVICES  

November Volunteers:  Coordinator, Curtis Anderson; Shopper, Tim Otte;  
Bakers/Cooks:  Dennis Morin & David Owens, John Rousch, Reg Arvidson, Evan 
Harrison; Telephone Contact, Mary Mattke-Jones  

The above volunteers coordinated, shopped, cooked and served meals, cleaned up, etc. at 
Center Church’s November Soup Kitchen.  If you can help just once a year, please call 
Curtis Anderson or Dennis Morin. 



THE BIBLE AT HOME  

December 2, 2007  
Isaiah 2:1– 5  
Psalm 122  
Romans 13:11–14  
Matthew 24:36–44  

Bringing the scriptures hom e this 
week  
This week we are introduced to the great prophet 
Isaiah and begin to hear about God’s visions for 
peace. Isaiah calls us to a new way, a new path of 
cooperation where we will learn to get along with 
one another. There are paths for us to follow, 
mountains for us to climb, relationships for us to 
build and nurture. And we will do it all “in the light 
which the Lord gives us”!  

December 9, 2007  
Isaiah 11:1–10  
Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19  
Romans 15:4–13  
Matthew 3:1–12  

Bringing the scriptures hom e this 
week  
What fanciful images! Wolves and sheep, cows and 
bears, lions, babies, and snakes – all safe and at 
peace. The prophet Isaiah offers us such wonderful 
images of the promises God has for us when all 
will live together in harmony. And we are part of 
the promise too. God relies on our efforts to make 
this peaceable kingdom come about. It will take 
lots of practice, lots of checking in to make sure 
we are living God’s way. God is faithful and is 
beside us all the way. We are always learning to 
make the world, and ourselves, new.  

December 16, 2007  
Isaiah 35:1–10  
Psalm 146:5–10 or Luke 1:47–55  
James 5:7–10  
Matthew 11:2–11  

Bringing the scriptures hom e this 
week  
Is Isaiah reaching for the impossible? Flowers in 
the desert? Strength for the tired, joy and hope for 
all? Yet this is exactly what God offers: Impossible 
joy for all those who live in God’s way. We rejoice 
that we are on God’s path, walking in the joy and 

light of God’s love. God is all around us and is 
doing great things.  

December 23, 2007  
The fourth week of Advent…is a week 
to celebrate!  
Isaiah 7:10–16  
Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19  
Romans 1:1–7  
Matthew 1:18–25  

Bringing the scriptures hom e this 
week  
Matthew tells a very simple story. Mary is chosen 
by God. Joseph is told in a dream of God’s 
magnificent plan. Mary and Joseph come together 
to fulfill God’s purpose. Jesus is born. Emmanuel – 
God with us. Both Mary and Joseph model for us 
great trust. They cannot know what lies ahead in 
this most unusual situation. And we rejoice in this 
trust and celebrate the birth of our Savior.  

December 30, 2007  
Isaiah 63:7–9  
Psalm 148  
Hebrews 2:10–18  
Matthew 2:13–23  

Bringing the scriptures home  

This week in the gospel of Matthew we read of the 
courage and faith of Joseph. It is Joseph who 
accepts a new beginning. On their travels Jesus’ 
family shows us again and again their steadfast 
love for God and their reliance on God’s continuing 
presence. God’s steadfast love is for us as well and 
will sustain us through life’s challenges. We can 
always depend on God and be ready to begin 
again.  



 
FROM THE BOARD OF 
OUTREACH  

Bringing Offerings 
out of Love of God 
and Neighbor  

There are hundreds of people in Hartford each day 
who need food to eat, and groceries for their families.  
Now, as the weather is getting cooler, not everyone 
has a good winter coat, a hat, gloves, scarf or warm 
socks to sustain them outside.  But many of our 
neighbors will be outside during the day, if not the 
night, trying to keep warm.  Join in a ministry of 
outreach by bringing winter clothes and food to 
church, and by also bringing food items for the local 
pantry on Thanksgiving Sunday!  

Winter Clothing Drive 
It is the time of year when our local Manna A&A 
Food Pantry collects winter clothing.  Bring coats, 
gloves, scarves, warm hats, thick socks of all sizes to 
be donated.  A large cardboard bin is located in the 
Parlor for you to drop off items.  Take this 
opportunity to give out of your abundance to those 
who must brave the winter predominantly outside.  
This could be an exciting time to donate items of 
yours that are like new, or still have a lot of use left 
in them.  Or perhaps you know how to knit, and 
would need a good cause for some scarves and hats 
to go to.  Maybe you enjoy finding good deals on 
such clothing.  Every item to the winter clothing 
drive will help!    

Food Drive 
The Food Pantry also needs donations of hearty food 
that can keep families in the area fed.  So next time 
you are at the store, grab canned fruit, pasta, sauce, 
and other wholesome boxed or canned food and place 
it in the cornucopia located as you enter the Meeting 
House, or Church House on your next visit to the 
church.  If you would like further guidance regarding 
what is needed at the food pantry THIS week, call or 
email Rosa Santiago (246-6757, ext. 2301, 
rsantiago@centercitychurches.org).         

“And the king will answer them, 
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it 

to one of the least of these  
who are members of my family, 

you did it to me.’”   
                                   ~  Matthew 25: 40       

OPEN TABLE FUND 
as of November 28, 2007  

Beginning balance     704.33 
*Contributions     100.00

  

Current Balance Open Table Fund        $ 804.33                                              

 

*Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the 
  fund may do so by sending a check to the church 
  office with the memo Open Table Fund.                     


