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Sometimes I need a real change of scene to widen my perspective on the 

world. Last weekend (Friday through Monday) I taught a class at Lexington 

(KY) Theological Seminary. My students came from Texas, Alabama, 

Georgia, Kentucky, Ohio, and Connecticut. They are working and 

worshiping in UCC and Disciples of Christ congregations (LTS is a Disciples of 

Christ Seminary). Their stories, as well as simply being in a hotel in Lexington, 

reminded me of the need to get out of the New England bubble in which I 

too often dwell. 

  

As we spoke about different kinds of conflicts in congregations, one student 

talked about a member who put a Confederate battle flag out as décor for 

the sanctuary from time to time. Now the Disciples of Christ is not a 

conservative denomination in general, though not quite as liberal as the 

UCC, so I was a bit surprised to hear this. He struggled to get folk to 

understand that this was absolutely inappropriate in a Christian church. That 

this flag stood for racism and division. But his words did not change her 

actions.  

 

Today is Juneteenth, the day that the word about Emancipation finally 

reached Texas, two years after the Proclamation itself. Over one hundred 

and fifty years ago. And yet, today there are plenty of white folk, and not 

just in Texas, who do not understand the systemic racism that continues to 

impact true freedom in our society. This summer we remember that it was 

400 years ago that the first enslaved Africans were forcibly brought to what 

would become the United States. This racial divide runs deep into the DNA 

of our nation, and we must face this boldly if we have any hope of true 

reconciliation.  

 

I rarely see a Confederate flag of any kind in CT, but I see other overt and 

subtle, signs of the hate and division that flag promotes. God, forgive us, and 

give us strength to be honest and to work with energy to fly a different kind 

of flag in our churches.  

 

~ The Rev. Shelly Stackhouse, 

Transitional Minister  


